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" CHAPTER I
BACKGROUKD AXD HYPOTHESES

Introduo‘bion and Pro'blm -

llodcla nd methods used in ltudying the attitudes and opinions -of
- adults are inadequate when applied to ohildren's attitudes. Children are
oompletely laoking informstion ip some attitule sreag ;T children‘s attitudes
ochange rapidly as they asquire additional experience; ohildren's attitudes
are integrated with thesr immature oognitive struoture; children use .

lengunge in ways that differ from adult usage. This mokes it partioularly
difficult to utilize models nnd methodl fonmhtod to assess adult attitudes
for stulies of. children. T

This insuffioient mrbhﬁdology has been one reason for the limited
l'cudy of ohildren's attitudes in aress.other than race prejudice. Goodman,
Buzioka, and Matsuure (1%6) reported that in a bibliography of 1,331 refer-
onon covering por-mnl md soofal dovolopunt, the only studies whioh

lations. Invostiga‘tora who han explorod ohildren's prejudioc have been

r -interested in determining the positive or negative character of attitudes

1
foousod on sooial oonospts or attitudes dealt with in-group/out-group re- |
|
|
(their oontait) rather than in understanding the process by wilch attitudes

are aoquired md subsoquently ohangs. Although studies in this field, such

{ as that by Horowits sné Horowitg (1937). have given useful information about
specifio attitudes and conoepts, thoy have made limited oontributions to

* understanding the process .of attitude dmlomt and to providing method=
=== ology useful in ot Mmm
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Ftudies of ohildren's attitudes have not been intograted with oon-

temporary reaonrch into oognitin development. The gr_oorth and organisation

of children's sooial attitudes and oonoeptn oould-uufuny be approached. ‘

using some of the constructs from reocent research in oognitivo development .

Acoordingly, this research has conceptualized development as ohango in the

quality and struoture of thonght and behavior, rather than as ohange in the

tnount of some trait or ability. Utilising this orfemtation bomard children's

attitudes, new methods for measuring the
of politioal attitudes have

|
strwtural (non-content) dimensions 1

1
been derived from self report data. - |

. |
' .

Conoceptual Fr-mmrlg

Attitudes, Conoepts, and Attituie-conoept Systems ‘

Betare disoussing struotural dimensions of uttitudos, it is useful

to briefly rov:low the traditionsl definitions of attitudes and comoepts, the

. type of researsh which has been dom using these oconstructs,
- ceptualizution of

snd the con-

o.tﬁtmo-oouoopt systen” whioh has been adopted for this
research,

The term *sooial attitude” has been used priwily by 8001&1 pny-

- ohologists, Allport 'c definitim ot utt:ltude boing oited by almost all in- :
) . 1
vestigators: o . | |

* o « & mental and neural state of ‘resdiness, organiged through experi-

ence, exerting a direotive or dynamio influence upon the individual’s

Tesponse to all objeots and utmtions with whioh it is related.
(Allport, 1935, p. 180,). , .

A definition whioh mekes more expuos.t the relationship between the components
of an attitude has been proposed by Kreoh md Crutohfield, who defined atti-
tude as "an enduring organin?ié_n of ;notintimil. emotional, peroeptual, and
cognitive prooosses with respect to some aspeot of the irdividul's world®
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(Kreoh end Crutchfield, 1948, p. 152). Campbell's operational defirition

of sttitude also stresasd tho consistency of attitule responses: "Au.indi-
vidualts sooial attitudo is a syndrome of response consistency with regard -

to ‘social objeots” (Compbell, 1950, pe 30). The major concern of social pay-
chologists operating within these definitions, huwever, hss been to measure
more &oourstely the direotion of an attitude (Thurstons and Chave, 1929, aud
many others following) and to discover ways of experimentally producing ohange
in ettitudes (Janis snd Hovlard, 1959).

Sooial ooncepts, in ocntrast, have been studied primarily by educators
and developmsntal psyshologists. Thirty years ago. educators tried to de~
termine which kinds of ourrioulum \m.ifa in oivios inoreased the number of
children who o;ﬁld oarrectly deline sooial ooncepts such as democracy (Burton,
1936; Felley snd Kray, 1934)c More recent researoh by developmental psycholo=-
gists has been based on social concepts as Plaget defined them (Kohlberg, 1961,

.1963, 1965)e Soze definitions of "oonoept™ are similar to the definitions of

Fattitude.” Russell (1956) defined both *s states of readiness to respond to

- atimli, pointing out tat omooptl are based on knowlodge while a‘btitulu

,’

have their scuroe in uotioml experimoo.

dany disoussions distinguish two components of attitude~-ovaluations
of the atiltuds object (affective orfemtations toward it) and bsliefs or
Judgments about the objeot (Chein, 1951; Mishbein, 1963; Katz snd Stotland,
1959; Csgood, 19623 M,-IQSS; Rosenberg, 1960; Smith, Bruner, and White,
1956). Evaluations are statements of worth or valuing of an objsot, usually

on « dimension of good-bad or pleasant-unplessant, ey imply the individusl's
dezire to approach or avoid the attitude object. DBeliefs are Judgments about

. #a attitude obj.ot which are nentral and do mot contain explioit vuluing or

EKCaxprouion: of desire to approsch or avedd (Kreoh and Crutohfield, 2918).
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r in this research report the term "attitude-somcept system” rofers.to
the ocluster of m]mtim and beliefs organized around an attitude objeot. -
Attitude objects, which are visualized as the fooal points of these systeus,
unay be of a number of lmh. of gmnnty. Peraons (inoluding the self) are
the most sasily speoified objects. St;oial structures (e.g., the goverment)

 are x'norc general and may be oomoretely symbolized _differenf:iy by different
respandents. ' Ideologies (e.g., demcoracy) and social processes (e.g., the’
process by which citisens influemce the government) are the most abstract

atéitule objects. Investigators of attitudes usually specify (either ex-

plicitly or implioitly) attitude objeotz in which they are interested and
they frequently group them on a rational bagiss The use of “attitude-concept
' " system" in this research suggests that it is possible to distinguish a numder

of oonospts (beliefs) and evaluations concerning sny attitude objeot (defined
by the researcher) and it is useful to investigate the roiatiomhip of these |
attitude elements to eash other. ,

Most investigatars, however, have dealt only with the content of these

elements (the positivensss or negstivensss of svaludions and the speoific

-

oontent of §oiierl); Closely related tb_tho' study of ooutent has been the
atudy of attitude intensity--the strength-of an affestive or evaluative
feeling; an attitule may be very positive or less positive. Guttmen (1954), '
for example, determined which opinions were most extreme by caloulating the
amount of deviation from the cemtral point on an attitude soale.
| Elements of attitude-conoept systems are also orgenised with respevs
. to eaoh Other. These relstionships have frequently been disoussed using the
’ construct structure. Gamner (1962), an informatiom theorist, defin 1 struoture

as the totality ot; quantifisble relatiocnships between events which comprise a

ERIC system. Rosenberg (1950) defined a:structure as oonltolh'igion of component
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’ events or processes related to one another so .that wlteration in one produces

ohanges in others. In this reisarch report, structure rafers to the organi-
tation of evalustios sand beliefs within an attitude-oomoept system and to
oharsscteristios of these nlmnt'a_ other than. content and ﬁxton:ity.
The Denlopmnt of Children's
Attitude=Conoept Systems
The process of the aoq_uil!.tion snd development of atbitides has been
the subject of extensive speculstimn but of little research. Allport (1935),
one of the first to consider t.hil problem, discussed four types of attitude
gonesis: (1) the integration of responses of a similar type, implying that
attitudes are pleced together from Previously unrelated responses, (2) differ-
" entiation of & zpeoific sttitude from the "ooarse, diffuse ang non-gpeoific”
& matrix of attitudes, (3) the organisation of affects following an intense
) snotional experience, () the imitation of attitudes of parents, teachers, or
playmates.

In the research rdborted here, the ultm‘pbion has been made that atti«
tude development begins witix the evaluation of the attitude &b Jeot. There are
several ways in whiéh this oul\'x;tion My be indu first, the child may di-
reotly relste the objoot to needs or mlultin standards he hu already
astablished; seoond, the evalmtion may .be generalized from evaluation of a
similar objoot (the incorporation of a new objeot into an already formed
cy-tcm and the transfer of feolings from the old objeot to the new, 0ege,
o'rduﬁ.ng the President as one evaluates one's own father); third, the child
may taks over some model's onluation of the objeot (seg., becoming a Demoorat
beosuse his parents are Democrats). Othor writers, partiocularly Harris (1950),

’ Iee and lee (1958), and Russell (1956), suggested that ohildren's early atti-

tudes m-lintgd to the genersl and primitive oategories of good and bad,
EKC ’
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Later these attitudes beocme ,ro:lntor;)od and consolidated by the selsctive
lu_rning of beliefs oonp"uont with these early mlutignl.' Rogenberg (1956),
whose th.ory of attitude change depends upon thic kind of consistenoy, stated
'chin more directly:

e o o« mch ariginal attitudinel learning (the aoquisition of @ stable
affective response where none sxisted previously) may originate in ex-
periences of being rewarded or punished for imitation or rehearsal of
affect provided by others. « « « ¥With an affect . . . established
through reinforoement procedures something like a need for effective-
ocognitive connstenoy DAy sot the person to aocquire soclally avallable
beliefs that "rationalize” ‘the acquired affeoct. « « « There attitudes
are being instilled, there are generally available both cognitives sup-
ports for the advooated affect and direot reinforcements for its ox-
pression. (Rossnberg, 1956, pe 371s)"

Proocesses of sttitude development and modificstion other than imitation or
learning have baen explored in u' number of disoussions of the proocess of
consept formation. Bom' of these are partioularly relevant to the structural
dimensions with which this research is 'oémormq. As Vinaoke (1954) hes sug-
gested, conoepts my develop not only tW;h explioit instruction but also
through implicit exploration p.rg@d either covertly or overily by the indi-
viduale logical manipulstion and inoreased familiarity contribute to both the
atab'ili'&y and the orgmmisation ct attitude~concept systems in the‘ older child. '
Echlberg has summarized this point of view a8 follows: ™. o o thought organi-

ution depends upon experience for its development. but (iou not preserve the

effocts of experiemoce in the form of speoific responses” (Kohlberg, 1961,

ppe 17L4~T5)e
Structural Dimensions of Attitul o-Conoept
Systems and Their Development
-’, | _This research is partioularly concernsd with the structural dimensions

of ohildren's attitude-vonoept systems. Five non-~content dimensions of atti- .
EKC tude were -ohosen, because of their reladionship to oonoepts used in recent

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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rosearch on 6pgnitivo develomment and because of their importance in the few

studies vhich have systematioally considered dimensions of sdult sttitules
other than content amd intonsi"cy.

Extensiveness

The dimension of extensiveness has not been oonsidered systematically

by many investigators in studying the attitudes of adults, but it is partiou-
larly important in a study of ohildren's attituies. Shorif and Camtril (1945)
presented a rationale for this dimension. The subjsot-cbjeot relationships
whioh ch&ruotofizo social atti’mdos‘ara not innate. Very young ohi.’t:dren have
no information adbout and no fom;d attitude toward most attitude obieots.
Porosptual contact with an cbject or some verbal representation of it is
necessary bvefore one may ntofuily speak of an attitude at all.

An example of the use of the dimension of extensiveness is the work
_of Osser and Ruery (195l1); they used the failure of ohildren to respond at all
to & question as indioo:l:lﬁ of a lack of beliefs with respect to that topic.
This index of the absorption by the child of the group ideology was associatod
with agee. mey also found that in some oont;nt areas ideology was sbsorbed
early, in others late. For wu‘nplo » peroepiious oi‘ the social groups that
further one's interest ocowrred befare absorption of beliefs about social
groups which aot againgt ome's ‘mborestﬂ The relationship between number of
attitudes expressed and integration into a sooial system has also been explored
by Erbe (1961).

An aduit's inability to express an opinion on a given topic when ap-
proached by aun interviewer has also been recognized as a measure of worystal-
" 1ized opinion (hps. 1940; Ms snd Radler, 1957)s The most cbvious resson
for a "no ppinion” respouse is a lack of mrorntibn ebout the subject of the
quen_tidn- .(ignornoo). The second is lack of odmviotion or personsl involvement




® o ° .
with the iunel.ropruontod in the question--indifference or indecision
(Campbell, Converse, Wller, end Stokes, 1960; Katz, 19,0; Key, 1961; Zeisel,
1957)s The motivating ttmotio; of evaluation in aoquiring congruent infor-
:mtion and the tx:oqtnonoy with shioh people are willing to express opinions
whex: they lack the ability to Justify these opinions with relevant information
has been pointed out by Hyman and Sheatsley (1947). A nuber of authors have
reported that questions involving persmal morality end general political norms
receive fewer "Don't Xnow" responses than questions which demand specific
information about government policiss or aotiops (Britton, 1947; Campbell ot
al., 1%0).} |
In this research, "Don't Know"” responses are assumed to reflect the
absence of evaluation or beliefs in a.‘g:lwn uttitudo-c.:onoept system. This
Q atx;uoturtl dimension of extensivensss uproiyntc'tha wmber of boliefs, the
elaboration of evaluations, anl tho mumber of ways in which an attitude object

" has been related to the self md to other o“bjoot-.

Stabiliﬁ

The import.ace of stability as a IWMI dimension of attitude
follows fram a recent set of publiostions. Fiske formulated response ;tability
in a broader comtext of behavior relating 1t to attitude Mton;sitya "The

~ stronger the predominant response tendency of .thc organism in a particuiar
" situstion, the .lower the variability of its responses” (Fiske, 1961, pe 332),

A third type of "don't know? is the "evasive Don't Kuow.” The
absence of a reaponge may be explained by the disoomfort which it would arouse.
(Gold, 19555 Zeisel, 1957.) Berelson, lazarsfeld, and MoPhee (1%5L) veported

‘ Q their candidate were more likely to say that they did not know what their oandi-

.
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Early oconoeptions of reliedility or lhbility oqua;teé unreliability
and error (Spearman, 1907). The next development hiatorioally was the con-
ooptmnution of function tluo‘buation (Brown and Ihouon, 19,03 Paulson,
19513 Thouless, 1936)s These o.uthorc pointed out that the failure of test-
retest oorreletions to reach unity could be due to aotual ohanges over time
| " in the function being measured. They also poimted out that thess changes were

" pot necessarily umoorrelated with eadh other and, timroforo, did aot meet
Spearman's oriterion as error varianoce.
Fagﬁx (1950) proposed the existemce of individuel differences in veria-
r bility. By showing that the mumber of ..itoma where responses were ohanged (on
’ odd-mumbered and on even-numbered test itams) om a bohavior rating goale snd
on en interest inventory ws oorrelated positively (rather than uncorrelated |
@ as the error formulstion specifisd), he demonstrated variability to be a be-
haviorally significant individual characteristioc.

In & study of mmoch larger scope, Fiske snd his assooiates ooncluded
that although variadMdlity of re’sponsé: o' d_i_tfei'ont: oocasions was not a trait,
individual differences in this c;hp.ru.oterittio were reliable (by Kvier- .
Richardson critoriij in groups of relatively homogeneous itens over more than
two ccoasions (Fiske, 19573 Mitra and Fiske, 1954). This type of intra-
individual rgriubiﬁty is similar to concepts in other behavior and leaining
theories, such as Bull's "behavioral osoillation” and Estes! stimulus.and re-
| sponse variability (Tiske end Rice, 1955).

The type of iten whioh ig responded to in the ,nmt stable fashion and
the mtonot:lan berbnon the 1ten and the swbjeot in produoi.ng stability were
' Q also uvastigutod by Fiske. Tho nore structured a test 1. for an 1ndividunl,
\ the higher the :'hbni.ty of his responses. Struoture is a product of the teat

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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individuals who gave many oamon responses showed loss variability than indie
viduals giving many uniqus responses (FS_.ako. 1%7: Osterweil and Fiske, 1956).
Glager (1949) reported that on sbility and achisvement tos{:s persons were more
likely %o change responses which were near the threshold of diffioullty.
Cattoll's work (oited by Fiske and Rice, 1955) demonstrated that varishility
iz associated with an individual's tendency to givo extrems responses, though
individusls who place most of their ratings in the center of the scale do not
«’ange the extrems responses that they do give sany more than they ohange the
less extrems ruponlol; ‘
Others identified ‘!;ho content of items whioh are most stable. Cattell
* (1943) reported that over a one-mith retest peried, using agroup of children,
@ the mean mumber of response units changed was groatest for mprﬁohl atti-
tudos and least for items dealing with self onoept. Darley (1938) in a survey
of college students over a ome-year period reported that opinions "recently
arrived ai; in regard to '6bjoot: of remote oonnection to the seslf™ ware least
stable, while self evaluations and persondlity traits were most ltabio. '
Given these oharacteristiocs of stable items, what k:lnds of individunh
" are most nkoly to gin stadble napouu? Gat'bou (1943) reported tat low
fluotuation was assooiated with a ohcnotor integration factor. Cmoiontioua-
_' ness, dependadbility, perseverance, and energy mr; other tralt names he assooi-
ated with this ability., He inferred irom a low oorrelation between fluctuation
ond a test of memory ithat memory was not an important factor in stability of
response. Cumings (1939) reported that high miabi.nw on ulf ro.tingc wes
associated mgntivoly with porchtenoo. Brogden (194,0) found that non=
®  variability eang thirty trials on sddition was highly loaded on & mtor

with ability to work m.dny snd resist dileruticn.
[KC
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Several authors reported th;'q the giving of stable responses incroases
with age. Over both a one-day and a ons-month retest period, children changed
more respouse units (proportional to the number of items) than edults (Catiell,
1943)s The unfemiliarity qf ohildren with politioal objects and the rapid
aocquisition of politi?cl orientations during elementary school have been

recently dooumented (Hess and Torney, 1965). Analogously, in the developmental

; literature, the lability of behavior which is growing or beinz acquired has

been comuented upos by Escalona and Heider (1959) and by Bayley (199). Charao-
teristios such ae persistemce, which have been associated with response sta-
bility, inoresse with age (Ryans, 1939). The developmental deoline in wnstable,
unique, and idiosynoratio word meanings end the inorease in oonventional and
invariate uge of langusge heve been docwmented by Werner and Kaplan (1950).
Clearly all factors asscolated with inoreasing response stability are in-
oreasing during t!w olementary school years, |

cmiston_cx

The dimension of oonahtogx has received a oonsiderable amount of
attention in the htou‘buro—-oon;ruity-inoqngruit'y studied by Osgood and
Tannenbaum (1955), balance-imbalsnce proposed by Heider (19146),‘ and oonsonmce-

dissonance used by Fostinger ‘(1957).' Osgood and Tannenbaum (1955) in partiou-
1& strossed the pressure tonrd simple all-or-none Judgments on an evaluative
omtinmm, Zajono (1960), summrising these studies, pointed out that all suih
concepts of consistenocy ucm rational individuals who attempt to appesr oon-
sistent to themselves; all ‘bheu theories hypotﬁenizo that the individual will

strive to retum structures whs.oh are moon-htent. moongrnoua, :l.mbn.hnood,
‘diumnt to a more omhtent state.

‘The purpou ot m oonooptnuunﬂou Oof consistenoy has 'boon to ac-

EKC oownt for motivational pressure to ohango attitudeu Hardyok (1962), uain; the
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dissonancs framework, reported that subleots with internally consictont belief
systems ohanged least after exposure o persu_;.sin communication. A con-

' 'oopbuuliuh.ion whioch rqteri xpggifically to the consistency of evaluations and
beliefs is 'Morquti.on lpppo;’t" (Chein, 1951; Smith, .Brunor, and Vhite, 1956) -~
the smount of information an inéiyidual has to support his evaluation. The‘mo&
complete disoussion of the role of oonsistency in mainteining stable attitudes -
through cognitive support has been reported by Rosemberg (1960) and by Abelson
 and Rosenborg (1958). |

These conceptunlizations of consistenoy are partioularly relsvant to
two attitude content areas--politidal purtisanship a.nd racial prejudice. Both
involve the idemtification of the sslf with one gx';)up and the rejection of |
another group. Sherif and Cantril (1947) in disoussing ego~involving afti:hudoé
‘placed particular emphasis on racial, religious, and political party identifi-
cations, In these areas, 'bho personinl motivitions to maintain consistency are
mich grester becanse of the personal threat posed by inconsistency.

~Zlﬁl; has boen reported that inomsistent reasponses to racial groups are
less frequent in older children (Racke and Sutherland, 199); that inter-item
oorrelatious of the F soale are lmr:fér adolesoents thau for adults (Liveon
end Nichols, 1957); that split-half reliability coefficients on ethnio prejudioo |
sosles inorease w:lth age during odololoenoo (Wilson, 1963).

The role of oomirbonoy_in poliiical party memberships has been most
fully explcred in stulies of sdults. Birelson, lasarsfeld, snd MoPhoe. (195L)
found that nost respondox'rbs see their c{mdida:o': stand on issues as similar to
their omn axd the opponent's atand as diasimilur. Stillman, Guthrie, and Beoker
(1960) reporied a strong relationship between 1dontitioution with party and
attributing %o that party responsidbility for mt;aﬁng positively viewed
legislation sad making unique oontributions to ini;ztaining our way of 1ife.
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Casipbell ot al. (1960) also reported that partisan oammitment provided adults ,

with & ocore of consgistent cﬁlutiom of! ‘the political world; thoise without
party identifioation had leas consistent abbitudes. )
. A fow authors have also dealt with the ohanges, occurring between
ndoluoonom md adulthood in the oonsistenoy of politioal partisanship,

Fromn and Skipper (1962) reported from Yosting high school and wniversity

'

students and teachers that with inoressing education there was a deoreaged
tendensy to peroeive a party?s stand inacourately on igsues where parties do

—

toke different atands (e.ge, public omership of mtural resources) and a de- |

creased tendenoy to attridute difforential oontribm,iom to the parties on
issues which are supported equally in both perties! p‘.atfoms (e.g., mirimising
| - the chances of war),' Taking a mace direct kind of oonaistency, Dodge md Uyeki
‘ . (1962) reported that e lower peroentage of oollege studerts chose the party
with which they were affiliated as botter Malified to sélve problems on whioh'
parties traditionally daiffer thm ¢id the parent gemeration of the 00rro~
sponding affiliatio;z.
Conaistenoy in partissn attitudes exists to some extent {n ohildren.
For oxmplo, eighth graders' choice of paity labsl correlated h9 vith wp-
. propriate toelings of happiness or n.c‘.non when thay heard that Eervedy won
the 1960 elestions party n.rﬁ.lhtion alao oorrehtod .51 with perceptin that
the chosen party does more nluablo things for the oountry (Hess end Tormy,
- 1965). |
The prog.ession of ohlldren toward the partisan oonsistency of adults
would be easier to document if oldor children expressed stronger partisan
_ feeling 'l:han younger cihildren. Huwaver, cno of the major findings in the
Q recent study of political sooialiution (Hou ad Tomy, 1965) was timt there

. isa lharp inorouo with age 1n tho porception that ‘it is best to vote
ERIC
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independently of political affilistion. This suggoests that‘ another kind of

< consistenocy mey be developing during ohildhood--between normative statements
sbout ideal attitudes -nn‘bohmm_ and one's om attitudes. Gotzels and
Walsh (1958) indiosbed that the older ohild has brought his deliefs snd atti-
tudes into line with what he perceives as the soolally desirable reactions.

.. Independ ent pnrty- affiliation ui.y not be so ego-involving as commitment to:a
partiocular politiocal w, howmi', and may not produce the type or degree of .
oonsistenoy noted in studies of adult commitment to a partioular party.

Rohfiouhigo of oonsistensy elso have subtle aspects. llurphyf lurphy,
* and Newcomb (1937) noted that sttitules may fit into a pattern for the indi-
vidual although they do not‘ necessarily have ‘ideological consistenoy to an
obaerver. they also 'm'ggolte& that attitudes toward stereotyped objects are
more likely to be consisbtent becsuse they have been uoopt.ed as & whole early"
in life, not 'boomc of the opor;ﬂm- of ‘intellectual patterning by the indi-
vidual,. Pontiod partlsmship may be an example.of this type of atbﬁ:udo.
Wilson (1961) attacked thio problem from the dmlopmmtal per-
speotive, -uunﬂng that Tespouses may be consistent becamse the individual _
has socepted mﬂm only from consistent souroes (dooand-hand oona:llten-
oy) or that the respouses may be consistent becawse the irdividual is able to
recognize the contradictions and resolve them. This seoond process is more
1likely to be important in ohildren of high oognitive ability and in oldor
sdolescents who are oriented to sources other than parents.
Consistency may also be evalusted operationally by correlation or by
. mothodc such es Gutimen soaling. The oorrelations between attitudes or the
\’ existence of G«tﬁm 'a@a in i_p’opuhﬂon ars usually evidence of soms .
structuring of attitudes by individuals (paraphrase, Cenpbell ot al., 1960,

G p. 191). - Struotural omiqt@y My oonoern tho' pct'b.ﬂﬁng of beliefs in a

wll Toxt Provided by ERIC
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way oongruent with patterning shown by the group. Beoauss heliefs are assimi-
lated from the socisl oonbext, the individual in the course of development
should come to order the questionnaire responsss mediated by an attitude in a
way similar to the ordering by the group. Au individual who endorses attitude
statements in accordamoe with Guttmsn's soaling model (1950) or Fiske's (1963)

oumulative hamogeneity model demonstrates this sssimilation of group patterning.

Wilson (1963) uud e subject's olassification as & Guttman erver type as a
noasure of the momhtonoy among roapo:uou mediated by an attitude,
With respect to individual differences in attitude consistenoy, Hyman
* and Sneatsley (1554) reported that correlations among attitude items in Aiffere
ent populations varied widely. Iriandis snd Pishbein (1963) found that the
attitudes of prejudiced sudbjeots toward the objeots ¢ their prejudice, unlike
. ~ the sttitudes of wnprejudiced sbjects, ‘oould not be prodioted from enluntim
and beliefs on the basis of the oongruity principle. Kesrlinger (1956) found
that integrated educatiomal attitudes (measured by intra-class corrslations in
» Q-sort of attitude statements) were more charasteristioc of professors of
education than of professors in other fields or of college sdministrators.
This study indicates that experience in a field leads to more oonsistexnt re-
sponses to attitule statemsnbs related to that fleld.
| In oontent ereas imfo evalustion means Adentifying oneself as a.
mexber of sn "in-group,” the coisistency of svaluations and beliefs is a
dimension of abtitude-oomoept systoms along whioh indtviduals may differ. Ta
this research, political party identifiocation is the best example of an atti-
tude area which involves this 'Personal motivation to reduce momhtqnoy.

| ’ Objeot differentiation _
] The conoept of differentiation has received wids atteation in sooial
plﬁholog (I-:win, 1951), in studiss of development (Plaget, 1952; Warner,
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194i8; Witkin, 1962; ¥ohlberg, 1961) and in studies of adult attitude (Frenoh,
19473 Xatz and Stotland, 1959; Krech and Crutchfield, 19Li8; Smith, Bruner, and

 Wnite, 1956). In this ressaroh, object differentistion and attribute differ-
entiation are oonuidered, Few writers have o.tteunpted.to moasure these di-

mensions separately. In fact, Soott (1963) pointed out that the differentiation
of an objest from other objeots depends in part on the complexity of the attri-
butes with which it is viewed. |
Iwo assumptions about the pro'oon of attitude development mmust be made
before detailed consideration of these types of differentiation. Firat, in
relating to unfamiliar uuthority'ﬁgnroa (the polio;amn and the Presidemt), it 5
is agsumed thut' the evaluation of the object is made by transferring cr gensral- 1‘
_ izing a previously foz'med ovaluatioﬁ of a closer and better knowm authorﬁfy |
" (the father). Plaget observed in discussing the formation of attitudes towwrd |
persons: .
o «» o the first personal schemas arc afterwards generalized and applied
to many other people. According as the first inter-individusl experi-
ences of the child are comneoted with a father who is wnderstanding or
dominating, loving or oruei, ete., the child will tend « « « to assimi-
late all other individuals to this fathsr schems. (Piaget, 1951,
Pe 207.)
Freud (1939) oonl:ldorod the transfer of feelings sbout the father to images
of God. Other writers (norrun,_ 1960; Kooh, 1955; Trapp end Kausler, 1956) 1
have roi:orbod from empirical studies that attitudes toward parents are {
generalized to non~family autharity figures.
Subsequent sxperience (vioarious md direct) with these authorities
results in the differentiation ot these riguroa from tho father, partioularly
along the evaluative dimsnsion. When the figures involved are the father and
@ the Preaidont-—oloar examples of persdns who are olose and diutnnt, ooncernsd

for the child and not conoerned~-the ability to dif ferentinte obja ots should

ERIC ~ be partioularly olear alang the affestive dimension. Older ohildren should




oy

17
be capable of specializing the father's rols as the murtursnt one and differ-

ontiating it/ from the non-personal role of the President.

The prooess of gworalization and differentiation in attitude formation
is maibgous to oertdin aspects of comoept learning in children. Young ohildren
treat as equivalent many instances which older ohildren are ospable of differ-
entiating. Gibson and Gibson's study (1§55) of perceptual leasning as pro- |
gressive differentistion is a olassio in this ares; lln-tin (1951) demonstrated
this in the field of qumtitgtivo oonoepts. |

In this researoh, g_lg_;[oot, differentistion is assooiated with the ex-
istence of separate or dil‘ti.not. attitude-omoept lwtd-. Suoh differentiation '1
is a charmoteristio of more highly structured attitude systems in sdults; this |
differentiation should inoresse with sge.

Attribute differentiation

A related set of assumptions _10 & necessary preliminary to the dig-
oussion of attribute difforentistion in’ Judgnents of -authority figures, the
most important assumption being the primacy of that evaluation dimension.
Consistency between ﬂdmﬂm and less emotionally tingod belisfs 1s orucinl
1n the formation of attitudes. Bannr, thi. may be replaced at a later pediod
by tolerance ror One inoouhtmoy. -
Soott (1963) on;g’lted that beoause the carliest cognitive dimension
for classifying objects is evaluative, tho digtinotiveness of any -othu-' ai-
mension depends upon its independence from this affective dimension. The
complexity of the image of any cbject depends ‘o the mumber of independent
attributes along whioh 1 is oitllmod. This suggests that consistenoy of _ |
- beliefs and evalustions in judging certain objeots may de most inporhnt at |
|
|

sarly stages of develoment but may declise as the attitule-oomoept system
becomes more functional. Hess (1963), Hess mnd Easton (1960), and Bess and
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Torney (1965) have reported from studies of group trends that young children

_evaluate the perscmal qualities of political figures highly »nd judge their
oapacity for porfanins their roles positively. In older ohildren, personal
evaluations are mucrably lowsr while jndmw of role capacity remsin
highe Shukla (1962) in a factor-snalytio study of the semantio differential
reported that for older ohildren the potenoy and evaluative dimensions were
wo independent; younger children also made xmre extensive use of the evalu-
ative dimension. .

Gollin (1958)-( in & étudy of pre-adolescent children's person per-
oeption differentiated three ways of handling inoonsistent information from
o filmsd presentation portraying the same individual behaving in & way olearly
defined as bad and in & way defined as good. Some subjeots represented only
ons behavior theme in thoir responses ignoring the {noonsistent mfom;ation;
acme statsd both themos without relating them to each other; some sttempted
%o acoomt far the good md bad aspects of behavior using some more izolusive
conoepte The integration ‘or' {noonsistent matorial demanded the introdustion
of a oontext not given S.:; the peroeptusl situations Gollin found inoroses
with ags in the recopnition of inconsistenoies and in the imtegratim of
these under scme unifying conoept or motive.

Attribute differentiation should operato partioularly in judgments

sbout distant figures-~the policeman and the President. Perception of thely
role end power ospabilities need to be mainteined in spite oft inoonsistent
negative personal foeiingl which may develop later. In the formative period
o both personal feeling ‘and role 'bolioto are positive. For the policeman and
P the Presidint the direction of developmant, as more experience is gained,
would be toward positive role and pqm judgments which are not dependent
Q. upon positive personal evaluation. For juigments of the father this
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tolerance for inoonsistency is expsoted to br loss iméortant. 8ince there is
no siseable inorement in information and famdliarity with the father during
elamentary school, the reletive importance of evalustion and beliefs should
resain oonstant, ' |

The preceding section has presented the five struotural dimsnsions to
bo assessed in this researoh along with evidence from previous studies leading
to the expestation that these ttmotur.al oharacteristios will thow an inoresse

)

Measurement Problems in Attitude Research
Conoern over measurément problems was & major part of the impetus of
this research. Measurensut of attitudes and comocepts presents diffioult
problems even in adult populstions. Belf-report ratings have been the tra-
ditional msthod. lvb:]oot mist infer the meaning ot the question snd fit

.his om reactions 1nto a mtlns lotloz his oriteria for formulating respmses -

are wnknown. Reoently & muxber of investigators have exsmined self-report
data oritioally {Hoss md Torney, 1%;33 Yarrow, 1963). . The oriticism that
responses ro_dohm.imd b-y rosponse sels or response styles was made first
by Cronbach (1_191;6) and has recently been reviewed and qnosﬁo@ by Rorer
(1963)e ILoehlin (1961), for exmmple, has pointed out élut consistent indi-
vidual differences in self desoription are often no larger than oonsistent
1ndividual differences in the Deanings of words used in self dewcrips1ons.
Measuring children's sttitudes and opinions prnenta even more serious
problems, Attitudes toward ooaplox loohl stimuli are usually dotinod fron
studies of adults; the appropriatencss of the objects, questions, and tomi-‘ :
nology for children is nﬁ_:nom. Esoalons and Heider (1959) have pointed out
that when a persomality charsoteristic is oh;nging. it has 0¥ ocorrelations
with other variabless Similarly, in the study of political sooialization
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reported by Hess and Toriey (1965), correlations betwsen political attitude
items and independent wvariebles were much lower fbr“ children thar for edults,

.- perhaps becaxse these attitudes are changing.

Similer selfsreport messurement problems have arisen in tho field of

porcomﬁty testing; two approaches have been cevised to overoome these

problems. In the first, projective tests have Laem used to derive from &
subjeot's report of fantasy something about his personality that he did not
koow he was revealing. A second approach has ooncentrated on "styliztioc"
aspects of persomality. For exmmple, Frenkel-Brunswiok (1949, p. 1L0) noted
that forml stylistio elements in persomality--intolerance of embiguity,
exaggeration, etc., are more pervasive, persistent, and general than ocontent
elements like the Oedipus camplex, sibling rivalry; such formal elements are
not so aubjodt to oensorship. An application of this approach to self-report
date has investigated response-set soores as meaningful individual difference
variables (Couch and Kemiston, 1960; Messiok, 1962). Consistent relationships
't;atwem rn_ponn. style or response aet soores and other variables have not been
found in empirical work, however (ses recemt review by Rorer, 1963).

Applying similar approaches to attitude measurement, Campbell (1950)
reviewed indireci methods of measuring the content oomponents of attitudes—
teohniques dealing with matters such as biased porfoma;xce on information

- tests, distorted syllogistioc reasoning, selsotive memorizaticn. He did not,

however, consider the stricture of these attitudes or the process involved in
their development.

Getzels and Walsh (1958), dealing with the Irob'lan that responses to
questions sbout oonflicted cbjeots are more disorepant from real fooli.ngs. than
responses in less oont.nbtugl areas, developed direct and projective untoﬁco

. oompletions' matohed for content. Scoialisation was defined by these authors
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a3 the proportion of ascoial reaponsaa. on a projective (indirect) 'besf whioch
wa;-o reversed to sooially scceptable responses on a direct memsure. These
| sooialization soores imrmotl!froin Grede 3 through Grade 10. This sooring
of disorepancy provided an indireot meamire of the ro‘aults of the sociali-

sation proocess. Unlike many measures of attitude, this technique and theory
oould de applied to studies of sooialization in a number of other content
areas. ’

Soo;bt (1963) suggested that to foous on the ;:truotural properties of
"oognition (relationships between elements) is the most w.uful way to deal with
concepts of the self and of objeots in thg gocial wor’ld. Contents of ocognition
are endlessly varied and may be shared by difi‘ﬁrez’rb individuals for dif{ferent
reasons and with different anteceientss the struo-‘hure of sognition is more
enduring, is invariant over situations, and may be described by a limited
number of terms (paraphrase of Soott, 1963, p. 267).

Msasures of IWI dimensions, because thay are independent of
oontent and depend upon rol.o.'tifnuhip of responses within individuals, present
a promising solution to some of these problems in sttitule researh with

chlildreu.

. |

Questions and Hypotheses _ 1
' | |

|

Belationships Between Struotural Dimensions

The relationships between thcse struotural dimensions in different
oontent areas snd between these struoctursl dimensions within the seme oontent
area are important in understanding the meaning snd generality of these di-
f(’ Mim. | | , . |
' The majority of information about the relationship of tho same
0 gtruotursl dimension in difforomt content areas ooncerns the existencs of
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independent dimensions of judgment--attribute differentiation. Two studles

were oited by éoott (1963) in support of the peaition that struotural di-
| mensions are not general charaoteristios of the individual but are speoclfic
r to oonoeptual universes. Wyer (1962) found thet the number of independent
| dimensions used in expressing already foM attitudes toward people was not
l related to the mumber of dimengions formed in judging geometric figures.
; Ulehla (1961) reported that the cognitive complexity shown by nurses dealing
| with schizophrenic symptoms was not correlated with cognitive complexity in
,‘ defining the nurse's role. On the othsr hand, Gollin and Rosenberg (1956)
reported a positive relationship between the formation of aggregated or inte-
grated impressions in a perac;n-poz:oepbion situstion and performence on a
ooncopt-ft;m‘bioh task. Bieri and Blacker (1956) found & positive assooi-
ation bstween the complexity of cognition used in desoribing persons and the
ocomplexity of determinants of Rorschach responses. Inoluding dimensions other
"than cognitive complexity, Fremoh (1947) reported that individuals with highly
organized philosOphio-roligion_s sentiments possessed highly organized senti-
ments in other scontent areas (family and socio-political).

' Fewer sets of results are relsvant to the relationship of different

L e

structural dimensions withiu & alygle oontent area. Dodd and Svalastoga
(1952) made & partioularly interesting study oonaerning tho‘éoutionahs.p of
"Don't Know" responses snd attitude s.tabi.'lity. They oomputed for eaoch of
gevon items .both the percentage of "Don't Know" responses and the percentage
of non-"Don't Know" responses whioh.wero stable on & retest. The rank ord'er
correlation between the two pox:oontago: for the seven items was .91. They |
® wuggested that the degree to which an opinion is poorly strustured may be
moasured either by determining the number of individusls who have no opinion

©
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Tesponse on & _r,otont. They did not, however, investigate the oharscteristiocs
of indivi&uulq who gave a large mmber of "Don't Xnow" respcoses or who had
highly unstable opinionss | |
Fiskos (1957) disoussed Glsser's finding that mcv;'qra'to achievemont
questions nsar a subjeot's throshold m most likely to be wverisble, relating
this to the expectation that attitude or personality soales with ; high
frequency of " respomses will be more vericble. Finally, = rointerpx;o-.
 tation of roauli:s from enother study of Scott (1959) is relevant. Subjeots
participated in a dobat; in whioh they took o side opposite to their own atii-
tude. In & measurement of attitude after this debate, the beliefs of those
with incox_nictent sttitudes and beliefs ohanged more than those with oon-
‘ sistent sattitudes. However, the change was not oonsistently in the direotion

e of the side taken in the debate. Heimterpreted, this may indioste that thoss
with oognitively Wonsicéont sttitudes have less stable stiitudes than others. |
In suwmary, there are three possibilitliea. There is not enough evi-
dence from stuiles closely related to this one to suggest which is most 1ikely.
- lithor attitude straoture is & witary characteristic of su attitude-oonoept
aystcn resulting in & uniformly high or low level of struotwe on ell di-
mensions (produced by ro.otor- such as the relative r.mlinrity of the atti-
tude object); or a given smount of utﬁ.txde struo’cux'o may characterize an *
individual's a:btitudos ia all nthmde-omoapt systems (at least within a ‘
general con tont area auoh as politioe.l ais‘bitudu); or structurel dimensions
of sttitudes may be :lndependont of each other both within an attitude-concept
systen snd in different attitude~concept systems. Bacawse of the linited
evidence available in previous work, no specific prediction was mades

Question 1t How general are structural dimensions aoroas difforext
attitude areas? '

[KC
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Question 1A: What is the relationship between the same structural
dimension in different attitude-ooncept systems?

Question 1B: What is the relationship betwsen different structural
dimensions within an attitude~concept system?

Attitude Struoture and Test Teking
Bxperienoce

Although the process by which sttitudes beoome more struotured is mot
olear, the experience of msﬁ_ring questions aboﬁt poorly struoctured atbi'mdﬁ
may promote greatar attitude struoture on subsequent testings. Idghthall
(1963) reported that children who took an anxiety soale mobilized their de-
fenses and received lower tnxioty soores on a secand testing., Fiske (1957)
suggested that the experience of taking a test influences the responses om
Tepeated testings; thuo‘ditt;srmoa are most ;ppurent betwesn the first and

¢ seoond testing. In this research it is possible that a ohi'ld' may develop more
ltruo'h:.rod_ attitudes as a result of answering the questionnaire; on a gecond
' 'be&_t.lng his at:éihdo:_uy deto greater struoturs. ’
Question 21 Does the process of formulating snswers to questions oon- .

cerning an attitude objeot inorease the struoture of the sorresponding

attitude-concept system? Is this an aspeot of the proocess by which atti-
tudes beoome more structured? : :

: dypothesis 2: Experiesnce ;linod from responding to an attitude

instrument will inorease the structurs of attltudes expressed on a
' seoond administration of the same instrument.

Struotural ‘Dmonu;m nd Sohool
Grade Level
The ltwotmlrdhonliﬁom disoussed in thg earlisr section of this
‘chapter were all oozuidor'«'l &s dimenyions along whioh development may ocour,
resulting in the roumﬁ; question and hyp.qthuon -

®  Questicn 31 Wuat is the relationship of strustural dimensions %o sohool

grade? Does development ooour in attitude structure during the elementary
‘ . school: years?

ERIC
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Hypothesis 34: Attitude-concept systens will be more exteonsive for
ohildren of higher grade levels.

Hypothesis 3B: Attitule-conoept systems will be more stable for
children of higher grade lovels. . .

Hypothesis 3Cs Ti\o obgoots around which d_;titudo-oonoopt systoms are
oriented will be more di Terentiated for ohildren of higher grade

levels.

Hypothesis 3D: 1In judgments of persons and social objects, where
group identifioation is not important (eeg., ratings of policeman
end President), the diffsrentiation of role and power atiributes will
be grester for ohildren of highar grade levels. In judgnents of the
fether whare the affective relitionshlp remains primery, attribute
%ifr%?nthtion will not be greater for children of highar grede

Y018 e

Bypothesis 3B:1 In attitude areas where identification with a group
is importamt {e.g., political party) the elements of attitude-oonoept
systems will be more conuistent for ohildren of higher grade levels.

.. Stiuotursl Dimensions and IQ
A similar body of literature suggests that this type of development
in attitude-conoept systems is dependest in part upon the growth of ocognitive
ability. Vinacke {1951) stated that one of the major reasons that mental age
inoreases during oidldhood ig thst the ability to conceptualize is increasing.

_In regard to extensiveness, Bates (1947), Bakridge (1939), Meltzer (1925), and

Ordan (19L5) reported that ohildren's sbility to jdentify, define, snd differ-
entiate oconcepts and to ewvaluste the relative importamce of soolal probleus is

" related to IQ.

For the dimension of stability, Lents (1g3L) reported that chenge
soores were negatively related to intelligence. Glaser (1949}, however,
attributed this finding to restrictions of test range. He found that the
mber of items ohanged on an intelligence tost W highly correlated with
intelligence level, but that this relationship was muich lower whep. change

goores were derivod from instrmaents other than intelligsnoe tests.
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In the ego~involving area of religion, greater oonsistency betwsen
evalustiony and beliefs smong ﬁoro intelligent subjeots was reported by French
| (1947)s Wilson (1961) found that & low level of internal sonsistenoy in racial
attitudes resulted whon the child was oriented towsrd extraparental (potential-
ly inconsistent) sources of information but was ‘low in ocognitive ability (in-
oapable of integrating this information). Wilson also reported that the mesn

number of Gut‘hnan scale errors decreased with inareasing sbstract cognitive
abllitz, lbm.mtolnémt individusls ure more sble to perceive inoonsisten=
oles among resporses, he ooncluded. Murphy, Murphy, and Newoomb (1937) re-
ported that oonsistent patterns of attitude were nm;e,--o}mracteristio of indi-
viduals of high intelligenocs. In the caproity to form independent dimensions
of judgment (attribute differentiation), Gollin (1958) reported a relationghip

between IQ and the ability to account for both good and bad elaments of be-
havior in n person-perception situation. -

" Question ‘lu How 2088 atti’ 1e struoture differ for children of high and
low intelligence (with grade held constant)? :

Hypothesis LiAs Attitude-conoept systems will be more extensive for
shildren with higher IQ's.

prothesil Bt Attitudesconcept systems will be more stable for
children with higher IQ's.

Hypothesis iC: The obioots around which attitude~conoept aystems are
oriented will be more erentiated for children with higher IQ's.

Hypothesis LD: In judgments of persons and mooiel objects where group
identification is not important f:.g., ratings of polioceman and Pregi-
dent), the differentiation of role and power attributes from affili-
ation will Be greater for ohildren of higher T7s, 1in Judgmexts of
the father, attribute differentiation will not vary with IQ.

Bypothesis [jB:1 In attitule areas where identification with a group is
importent (esg., politioal party) the elements of attitude-conoept
» systems will be more consistant for ohildren with higher IQ's,

ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.

-




f

27

‘ Sex Difference in Structural Dimensiona
There is some vd.dmoo of cognitive differences hetwran boys and girls,
but one must make inferences to struotural sttitude development from quite
diverse findings and from traits whose nMiomhip to attitude structure is

not olear-out. For the dimension of extensiveness, the evidence is fairly

olear. Recent studies of recognition vocabulary during the elementary school
_years favor boys (Clark, 1959; ﬁoh, 19583 }tcnplih, 1957). This is ‘even more
oil_nr for political concepts and vooabulary (Burton, 1936. Greenstein, 1965).
There is also evidence that adult women inflate the no-opinion categury in

® public opinion polls (Cantril snd Strunk, 1951; Rugg, 1941).

Few sex differences have been reported in the reliability or stability
of measures. In qualities which may be related to stability, Hartshorne, May,
and Maller (1929) rcporto;i that girls were more persistent t.han boys in com-
pleting work tasks in the presence of iateresting diatractioms. Pettigrew

(1958) and Wallach snd Caron (1959) reported narrower catogory use by girls
and woir-ne These findings suggest, though not oonclusively, that girls may

For the dimension of oonsistency, there is some evidence that re-

- demonstrate more short term stability of attitude response.
searchers obtain higher oorrelations between diverse universes of variables 1
for females (Thurstone religious attitude soales--Diggory, 1953; cognitive
control prinoiples—-Gardner, Holzman, Klein, Linton, snd Spence, 1959;
cheating behavior and ocnfession-~Rebolsky, Allinsmith, and Grinder, 1963)

® However, these £indings vary by the phencmena investigated. Peak, Muney, and’
Clay (1960) reported that rohﬁonahipn between varisbles were stronger for

Q nete
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On the dimension of attribute differenmtiation, data from different

studies are somewnat difficult to unify into « single prediotion of sex
differences. Thers is con3ensus that, particularly on evaluative scales,
woien make more extreme ratings snd that these are more often tomrd the
positive side of the soale (Berg and Collier, 1953; Borgatts and Glass, 1961;
Goldfried and Kissel, 1963; Osgood, Suci, snd Tamenbaum, 1957; Peak, Muaney,
and Clay, 1960; Sheriffs and Jarrett, 1953; Spivak, levine, end Bremner,
1961). In a faotor-amalytio study, Iin (1962) reported that the evaluative
dimension was a more prominent dimension of self ru.tings for eighth and
twelfth grade females than fur meles. The importance of this evalustive
dimension for females would lead to a predioction of lesg differentiation be-

tweon evaluation and beliefs in girls. However, Gollin (1958) reported that

girls were more likely than boys to unify the axbivalent aspects of a person-

perception scene that they withessed, indicating more dimensionnl o_omplaxity.
In ths sbility to differentiate objects (in this oase the father ond

the President), a diverse set of findings could be used 4o prediot the superi-
oricy of males. Witkin (1962) reported that in general boys were more field
independent than girls. Girls are more attached to personal figures

(Goodencugh, 1957) and may, therefors, hawve more difficulty in differentiating

+hem from sach other. Parsons'® discuszion of the differentistion of the instru-

‘mental rols which boys typioally porform (Parsons and Bales, 1955) and Lynn's

(1962) comment that boys learn o restrusture the field and differentiate the
male role beoause they mst solve a problun' rether than lesrning sex role be-
havior direotly as the girls oan would lead to the seme prediotion.

Question 5: Hoe doss attitude struoture diﬁ"er for boys snd girla?

Hypothesis 5As Boye vill have more extensive attitude-concept systems
than Gi!‘hc
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Hypothesis 5Bs (Girls will have more stabls attitude~-concept systems
than boyse
{

osis 5C: The objeots around which attitude-oconcept systems aro
oriented will be more erentiated for boys.

Hypothesis 50: In judgments of persons and sooial objeots, where group
jdentification is not important {e.g., ratings of policeman, President,
axd father) the differentistion of role and power atiributes from

aff1liation will be greater for .boyse.

Hypothesis S5E: In attitude areas where identifiocation with a group is
important (e.g., political perty) the elements of attitude-concept
systems will be more oonsistent for girls. -

Structural Dimensions and Political
Involvement

Relationships betwsen structural dimensions of attitude snd measures
of the level of political mreneli.;r involvement are important for under-
® standing both the process of attitude development and the role of salience of
sn attitude area in promoting highly structured attitudes.
Previous research uliné adults has been limited to the a;soo:htion be=
™. tween extensiveness of politioal attitudes and varisbles such as political

interest. Douvan (1958) found a relationship between "Don't Enow" responses
and politiosl efficacy, using as an explanatory varisble the level of energy

; in approach to public affairs. “Stillman, Guthrie, and Becker (1960) pointed

ot a relationship between low interest and frequent "Don't EKnow” responses.
lagarsfeld, Berelson, snd Gaudet (1948) reported that as the level of ex-
pressed interest in the oampaign deoreased, "Don't EKnow" responses to opinion
quostions becems more frequent. Campbell _g_t_é_]_._; (1960)'ronni that oaring about
the outoome of the election was related to the mumber of partisan attitudes an
individual had formed.

Question 61 How doss attitude struoture differ for ohildren with varying
smountaof politiocal interest smd involvemen,. '

o Hypothesis 6A1 Attitude-concept systems will be mare extensive for
ERIC : ohildren whe isve high political involvement. - :
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Hypothesiz 6B: Attitude-ooncept systems will be more stable for
children who have high political involvement,

Hypothesis 6C: The elements of the politisal party attitude-concept
system will be mors gonsistent for children who have high political

involvenent., -
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SOURCE OF DATA AND SCORING PROCEDURES

Source of Data

Before tho beginning of this research, hour-long questionnairss conw
cerning political attitudes end concepts had been obtained from epproximately
twelve thousand children, Grades 2 through 8. This data collection had been

| oonducted for a study of political sooialization (Cooperative Office of Edu-

. eation Grant No. 1078) in one large oity and on; small oity of each mejor

_ Q - region of vhe United States (Wos;bq South, Midweat, Northeast) during the .

period from December, 1951, through May, 1962. In each oity, two schools

AN from working Ohl.l areas snd two schools from middle cless areas had been .
testeds A subgroup of Grade 2, L, 6, and 8 children mmbering 1,158 had re-
peated the questionmaire from four to fourteen days after the first adminige
tration. There were no aystmti;s selection factors operating in the in-
olusion of children in the tenf-rotolt group. Although the sample is not

| random, it is sufficiently large and varied that the major effects of waria-
bles such as grade, sex, and :!.ntolligmo.o may be accuratsly asseased. The
population, method of ﬁ:g selection, and rosult'- of basio analysesg are bré-
sented in Hess and Torney (1965). | |

Independent Varisbles

!ﬁ” S ', ‘Gndo

Nost studies of development have used ege as the major developmental

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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groups, there were advantages to the use of gohool grade instead of agoe

Approximately equal numbers of children had been tested at each graie level,
and the questiomaire had been administered in three forms (a 16~page form
edxinistered to secomd greders, 2l-page form to third graders, and the com-
plete L0-page form to fourth through.eighth gruders). Congequently the infor-
mation available for any child was determined by his grade level. In the
total group the ocorrelation betwsen grade and age was «96.

This resoarch assumes that grade in school and chronologioal age re-
late to the same fmotion; each year the child matures oognitively and eoe
quires additional experience.

Intelligence
Intelligence test soares had been coded from the achool files for
8liels por cent of the tested group. Tsbles oompiled by Flanagen and Sohwarz
(1958) had been 'used to convert the IQ's to a oommon stanins soale.’

Politioal Involvement |
Indices of political interest, partioipetion in political discussion,
and political activity were chosen from the quutioﬁmiro as the measures of
politiocal molrrmt' t-o be relat: ) the struotural dimensions. All w-oro
independent of artifactual correlation with these structural measures. The
* items und,' to form these scores are listed in Appedix A. The rationale for
scoring each of these indices is presented in Hess and Torney (1965).

Irhese anthors formed a ocommon soale for IQ by determining equivalent
scores for eleven different intelligence tests. The resulting scores were
graduated in units oalled stanines, a form of steandard score which transforms
the original scores into nine groups as follows: the first stanine represents
the lowest L per osut of the population; the second, the next 7 per cent; the
third, the next 12 per oent; the fourth, the next 17 per cemt; the f£ifth, the
middle 20 per aent, and g0 on. : - _ ,

L
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.Dorived Varisbles

Content Areas
Three content areas or attitude-comoept systems oovered in the politi-
oal uttiﬁo questionnaire were chosen for this study of struwtural developaent.
Both theoretical consideratiomns and the avallability of questions of & similer
" format where the "Don't Xnow" option had been inoluded were importent in the

decision to ooncentrate on these topios.

Politioal parties

Attitudes toward political parties were selected because this has been

@ the most frequently investigated dimension of sdult political behavicr and be-
onuse party allegisnce is & olear group identifioation with ego-involving
implicatidns. It has been lhm_m that r;)r adults there is & high degr'eo of

R consistency between party allegiance, beliefs about the party, and ole-tstion
attitudes (studies oited in Chapter I). A large number of items relating to
this topio, many of them with "Don't Enow” -opt:lom s had boén included in the
questiomnaire (see Appendix A)e This also represents an area vhioh receives
1i%t1e stress in the sohool ourrioulwmm. |

Demooracy, efficacy, and influence . e

The child's conoet of the demooratio govermmental processes snd the
means by which oi‘énm and pressure groups influence these processes wers
chosen 'booav:uo these are also important elements of adult political attitudes.

@ Efficacy, in partiocular, has been one of the most frequently used conoop;ca in
studies of political behavior, first operationalized by Campbell, Gurin, snd

©
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While definitions of the ideal demooratio process receive oonsiderable ate-
tention in the elementary sohool ourriculum, there iz soms avidence that the
influence which érumo groups have on public polioy is not stressed by the
schools (Hess and Torney, 1965)« A set of five items with "Don't Know" options
wore c.nihblo as an Effiocasy Soale and had been oxtonsinl;} used by Ke;ss and
Torney (1965). A set of ratings of the influence which specific porsons and
groups have on govermmemt policy and questions oonmoerning the meaning of

" demooracy, inocluding "Don't Enow" options, were also availsbls to form an
Influence on Government Scale (see Appendix A).

|

| : Attihxlem toward family and | | |
{y Tgures , . - |

| |

Attitudes toward a familiar figure (father) and towerd more remote

@ figures (President and policeman) were chosen because of the hypothesized ime «
portance of generalization in forming evaluations of distan. bjeots. Subse-
quent differentistion between familisr and distant objeots is part of the
process of attitude-comoept development. Beosuse this area does not inwvolve
identification with an in-group snd beoause there are several dimemsions whioh

are not necessarily cornected with evalustion, this area is also useful for
studying the development of tolerance for inoonsistency between evaluations
and other beliefs (_gb_h_ibuto differentiation)s The rating-soale soores aveila-

" ble for these figures are listed in Appendix A,

Derived Variables as Measr:. . of
Struotural Dimensions
In n;saeuring struotural attitude. dim:im,. soveral factors must be
~ @ kept in mind. Because of the complexity of structural relationchips, it h
w parbicularly amportant that there be a high degree of hmrphin botmon
. oonstruct and measure. Soott (1965) lnggol'bod uut two kinds of isomorphism
EKC
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e or similarity must exist. First, the task must be a'bruoturally- similar to the
coustruct. 1f the investigetor is interested in learning what similaritics a
subject perceives in different objects, the subjeot should be asked to make

indopondon!: ratings of two .objootc on the same soales. S8econd, structural
F sinilarity must :bo retained in ‘tho c.lata snalysis by preserving the unit within
} which structuring ooour.s. Since cognitive strusture within the individual is
i ususlly the foous, the relationship of elemonts within the indiv.{dual rather
than relationship smong group means must be the material for snelysise

This suggests s new approsoh to rew data (u items on m ocoasions for
¥ individuals), sn approach which may be contrasted with the aims and methods
of ite: analysis and group-level snalysis as follows:

|
T 1. Item analysis oorrelates two items with each other, over N indi-
r Yiduais, to determine whether they measure the same content

dimension. This procedurs averages the covariation between two
items over a population. The aim of such analysis is to develop
a better set of items to messure a given content area.

®

2« An analysis of attltude content level in a %roug sums over the
¥ individuals to Getermine the mean level of response to & par=

tioular item (o a subscore obtained by summing content socres
on a subgroup of the n items)s The aim of this analysis iz to
desoribe the level of attitude content in the group.

|

r

| .

| 3. The snalysis to be used in this research obtains from the raw

} data 8 score for each individual representing a structumil

| relationship within his n responses or within his responses on

r . the m ocoasions (rather than & score representing the content of
his responses). Rach N individual receives a set of derived
soros to represent struotural relationships emong his original
reaponses.

This is similar to Brovermau's disoussion of ipsative relationships. "The
assumption of ipsativs svores is thit the different behaviors of an individual
are ordered on dimcnsions or scales within the individual® (Brovermen, 1962,
P 296)e |

This kind of sooring has a particular meaning in instances whare -
correlational analysis has traditionally been used. Medinmus (1962)

| Eric

e
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suggested that it mey be more valusble to examine those individuals who are

on ¢ regrossion line axd those who are away from it, then to acoopt the walue
of the correlation as the only index of relsvionship. Ghiselld (1956) used
the disorepancy in standard soores bo‘l;wron a prod.tot‘or and a oriterion to de-
termine which individuals are prediotable. It would be possible %o derive a
| score representing the diltuno_; of an individual from the mgréssion- line.
This would be & structural varisble booinao it would represent the relation-
ship between two items within mn individual. However, the use of oorreht'ion |
or regression raises a problsm of isonorphism between varisble and osonstructe
Althongh the use of standard soores centered around the group mean (as in re-
m;aim) h!na adnntagn’ for group comparisons, this is not always true for
" intra-individual structural relationshipee It may be more important to do-
@ termine whether the individual gave precisely the same response to two items
or to the seme item on two occagions than to determine his position in re=-
lation to & distribution of atherindivid\u.h. Ana]q:i.n; the meaning of suoh
.scores, however, requires comparing the individual to some grpup. |
This ohapter will speoify particular derived viriables used as moasures
of the ctructural diuu‘lon'l.of attitule developments | |

el

_ Sooring of Derived Varisbles

Extensiveness

The snalysis of the dimension of extensiveness led to the construotion

of Qubsoéroa, by summing the nuiber of "Dont't Xnow” responses to sets of items.
The following subscores were formed: Image of Politioal Parties' Stands DE,
General Politioal Party Attitudes DK,]‘ Concept of Demooracy DK, Influence on

Ypor « mumber of items in the Gemeral Party Attitudes DK, both "Don't
Know" end no response. had been ooded "0%. On other items, where “o" stood .
F l{fC‘ *only for nom-responsse, the rate of none~respamse was seldum greater than 1.5
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Government DK, Effiomcy DK. A total DX soore was formed by summing all of
the subscores with e group of migocellansous items. The items inoluded in each

a6t are speoified in Appendix A. In every oase, subjeots who had omitted any

question in the item sst were not soored, Test-retest relisbility coeffioients
for these woores ranged from .45 to .81, with a medisn of .45.

Cmiutmgx

The ohild's politiocal party affiliation was obtained from his reaponse
to the following questions '
If you could vote, what would you be? (Choome one.)

1. A Republioan.
. 2. A Dmorat.
. .5« Sometimss & Demoorat and sometimes a Republiocan.
e I don't now which I would be.
5+ I don'{ lmow what Deworat anl Republican mean.,

A ohild Wio did not respond to this question or whu ohose altermative  or 5
was not goorsd on any ptrtiaen oconsistenoy index,

Consistensy of Partisan Affilistion and Image of Partins! Stands on
Issues was soored ax follows: fint, ' Dmoratio-Ropubiiom Soore on Image
of Parties® Stands (items licted in Appendix A) w;s formed by giving a score
of one for uolg‘rupomo atiributing greater oontridution to the Republicans
and a three for esch respomse atiributing a grester contribution to the Demo-

orats; a soore of two was givan for each item where the response "Both shout

the same” had been chosen; these sowres were sumed for aix items inquiring
whioh party does most for the country, meat to help people out of work, eto.

" The mean soare for the total group on this index was 12.06 (twelve being the

por oent. On these itams, whore 0" may represent either non-response or
Don't Know,® the percentage of 0's ranged from 5 to 30. On these items, "O"
has been taken as indiosting a "Don't Inow® response.

] . .- *
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score whioh indiccted choice of an equal number of Denocnt and Republican re-
sponses or the ohoioe of"Bo‘bh o » o same™ for ull i'bcm).

e a child had snswered that he was affiliated with the Ropublioana

(alternative 1 in pnumly oited quution) and responded "Republicans® to

two or aore of the questions about Partic- ! Stands (soore of 6-10), or had

repocted Demooratio affiliation (ultoxmti\ 2 in prov:lotuly oited ‘question)

and had responded "Damocrat®
Stends (score of 1=18),

%o two or mcre of the quutiom sbout Parties?

or had olaimed an independent partigan affiliation

(choice cf alternative 3) and had soored noither Demooratic nor Republican on

- Parties? Stnnds (ssore of 11-13), he was scored oonsistent. A ohild who had

_reported Ropubnoan affiliation and received a score on the Democratio side of

Partiest S!:mda, or roported Democratic affiliation aad received a score on

@ the Bopublioan side of Parties! Stends was scored inoonsistent. The tost-

rotest reliability ooeffioidnt for this

Ccnl.tttoncy Score was .32,
Congistency of Partisan Affiliation and Response to the 1960 Election

s loond &8s followss .Demoorats who felt vory happy a happy when Kennedy

won the election mnd Bapublioans who felt bad or very bad were

sistent (see Appendix a). Inoonsistency was ccored for Demoorats who feli
unhappy and Republicens who Lol

soored cone-

S e

happy. The test-retest reliability ooof-
fiolent for this cousistenocy socre was .hB.

Gonsistency of the bolief that it ia £00d thing to be politically

Mopmc.ont wth the Teport that one is independent {or the oonsistency of

the belief that it is o good thirg to 'bo & partisan with the report that one

* 18 & partisen) were soored from the item oited previcusly and the ftem on -

Norms of Independence oited in Appendix A~=General Party Attitudes Item Je
" An atiempt wag udo to dets: ~ne

¢ oonsistenoy of sudorsenents of
cttitude items with speoia.

roference to the Gnttwan soalilg Model. The five
EKC items pioked for Gut'!mn aialysls wore those wsed as the Bi'ﬁ.onoy Scale by Hegg -
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and Torney (1965)(see also Appendix A~-Effioscy Items)s No Gubtmen scaling
procedure had boax; attempted with these 1@; they had been conibined into an
index on the basis of onrrelations. First, the simplest Guttnan §saling teche
nique was attempted, eliminating "Don't Xnow" resporses -nd dividing other re-
sponses into sgreement ("YES' md “yes") and disagreement ("NO® and "10"}.
However, one of the first uquiron_e'nts-ot Guttwen goaling, that there be a
range of agroqant percentages, m not met by these items. For this reason,
an attempt was made to soale these items uning the division "NO* versus "no,"
"yeos,” and "YES® on e group of 3,534 sixth, sevemth, and eighth graders who
: had answored mry question with ome of these salternatives--that is, who had
no "Don't Know® responses or omitted responses. It was pouibI'o to soale four
of these items (marked a in Appendix A) to & Coefficient of Reproducibility cf
(. +505. However, when Mﬂdugl. were ac;orod acoording to whether they were a
ssale typo or an error type om these items, the test-retest relisbility ooef-
fiolent was «27, appreciably below other roliability scefficients. Beocsuse of
the arbitrary nature of the sooring (dividing "NO" from other alternatives) and
becawse of the low reliability, this. score wes ‘ot anslyzed further,

Object differentistion

Cweralization or.diffon'mthtion between objeots has frequently been
assessed by computing the correlations between ratings. This Goss not ake
into scoount that ~eving soales ray differ widely '1n meaning for different
ohildren. The child's position relative to the mesn of the distributic (the
soore utilized by oorroid;icn) may not be so mesningful as whether the child

" rates two figures at the teme or di.tferent soalar poaitiou. The latter a
\ 0 proaoh assuxes that thoro in greater omtmey i.n the nunin; of & soals po- -
a sition for one _ohild rating different objects then for two ohildren reting the

sane objeots An additional drawbuk to the use of carrelation is the
ERIC . - -
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difficulty of determining the degres of similarity indicated by a given corre- _
lation,
Cortain assumptions wors set forblh in Chapter I conserning the develop-
ment of attitudes toward distent and wnfemiliar figures by the generalization
of attitudes toward close and familiar figures (in this osse the father). The _

father has a special role in fulfilling affectional snd murturent needs; the

highly positive ratings given to father on these content rating scales are
consistent with this assumption, Part of the process of attitude development

‘ in this litmtion would be inoreasing speoialization of the father's role as an

affective sni murtursut ons snd a oonourrent deoline in expectation of gimilar
gratifioations from distant figures (in this case the Px;esident). The child

" who rates his father high on these personal dimensions and the President at a

lower level has recognized the particular oharacteristic of the parental re-
lationship and has also developed a wore differentiated and realistic image of
the President. The ohild who rates the Presidemt at the same lovel as his
father is still generalising his feslings for the parent to.a distaent figure
ebout whoe he kmows littles The ohild who ratesiithe President higher than his
fathor has an mrsnltic,piotl':ro of the Presidlent's functions and evidences
a lack of ssparation of two attitude-concept systems whioh should be distinot
(or the unrealistic projection of qualities of the 1&9&1 father upon the
President). | |

In line with these assumptions, the signed difference bebween the |
rating given to father and that given to the President on the soales "he
would ;Imya want to help me" and “he is ry favorite” ur; computed as Object
Differentistion Sooress Their retest reliability coefficients were I8 and
«56¢ Yory few respondents viewed the P_réaidont a8 more nmurturant then their
fatherse Two large 5rop.;pa tint oould de dilﬁ:guishod wore those who rated

-
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their father higher then the President snd those who rated father &nd Prosi-

dent at the same soalar position.

Differentistion between political parties was sssessed by the set of

quoations previocusly desipiated as Image of Parties' Stunds (see Appendix A).

This score sumaed choices of the altermative,”Both parties sbout the same.”

The test-retest reliability ovefficient of this soore was «69.

Attribute differentiatior.

In discussing ok jeot differentiation, partioular assumptions were

‘made sbout the role of nighly positive evaluations in the formation of atti-

tudes toward distant figures of authority. The oonti:aing importance of

. these dimensions for nurturant parental figures and their diminishing im-

portance for more distunt political euthority figures was stressed.

Conceptually the most olear out scoring of attribute differemtiation

using do-:lved varisbles would have been to take the tbaolute value of differ=-

ences between ratings of the same figure on different dimengionse. Hmver,
the dats from the rating sceles of the questionnaire were not suitable for
camputation of an exact dit:'t;eronoo soores The m'.bing soales vere not pre-
oisely squivalent although all had alx points; for exampls, points on the
soalar rating for “my favorite® wore not labeled in the same way as points
on the soalar intix;g of "knows a lot” (see Appendix A)e Although standard
scores are not p-.rtiouh;'ly tuoiful for dsrived variable comparisons, in this
case there was no Yther way %o ;qu.alizo the distributions. Using standard
acores for each item, the atsolute value of these differences between role

$tems snd affiliative items were computeds The standard score asetributd.on

or each iten had a largs yotentisl renge but used cnly six points of it (in

some osses widely separatel points). The resulting difference soores were
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welghted by arbitrary fmtprc ‘re‘aulting from tho marked skow and wmsual
shupe of soms distributions.

The scoring pr;:oodure was subsequently revised. Each individual was
given & standard soore on each of the scales to be used.  On the basis of
findings of Hess and Torney (1965), the item "he is my favorite” was desige
nated es the affiliekion or evalustion item (sce Appendix A), The ratisigs
"oan punish anyons” and “oan meke anyons do what he wants® were designated as
items on the power dimensicn. The items "makes importent deoisions” end "is
& leader” wers designated as role items. f‘or each of .the three figures
(President, poliom;z, father), & Role/Affiliation Differentiation Score
was formed from the signed value of the difference betwesn the standard
soore on the svelunation item n'nd the average of the two standard-scored role

@ itents The higher these Differentiation Scores, the more positive the ra.'l?ing

of role relative to the riting of affilistion. In other words, a high Role/
Affiliation D.i.ffereuthtiqd Boore indicates that the figure is p:av,ceived

positively on the role dimension, although the subjeot's 1iking for him as ;
an individual may not be great, Power/Affiliation Differentistiocn Scores ;

wore formed in & similar fashion. This sppromch made use of mssyrptions simi-

lar to those wed in sooring g_!_:_lo_ot: differentistion. Thers wers very few
negative ~atings given any of 1';hno figures on the evaluntive dimensien,
reking these scores in reality indices of degree of positive differentiation
and making the aszumption that evaluetion {in thds oase highly positive) is
the precursor of positive judgments conoerning the role perfaormence or pewer
of authority figurea.

® The Sest-rotiest reliability coefficients for these six scores ranged

from »l2 0 o55 with & zadian of 505 five cut of six of thess reliability

ooefficients were higher thun the scefffolents Pfor soores based on the abaoe

ERIC -
. duto valus of the differemoce.
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Stability
Although correlution sumiing over items has beun wsed as an index of

an individual's stability, it has some of the drawbacks oited previously. 4

. obild who moved every Judgeant towsrd a more positive response on the second

testing would reseiws a oorrelution score of li0. It is mare useful to de-
e W m I=Zividuel’s respoanse is at the same or at & different
level on two socasiocuse -And it is pessible to sum the number of identical”
responses for items vhich de¢ mot have identioal distributions (though thcy
must have the same format)s

_ The 'stabdility scoxes in this research wers caloulated in two wayse

The majority of scores were & oount of the mumber of items £o which the indi=
vidual had given the same response on the two administrations, swmming soross
item groups with the same mumber pt altematives, This p-o;odure esgumed that
oategory widths are approximatsly equal for different items. The seoond type |
of stability u‘xm'c' suxmed the absolute wvalue of the dif.;.‘.orenoo.‘botwun the
soaled response on Test 1 md that on Test 2 for & set of ﬁm This could

~ be scored only for items which had soalar mnrmt e majority of sta-

bility soores oould de used: onJ.y with fourth, sixth, smd eighth graders be-
oause of the limited mmboer of qu_ntim sdministered to second graders. |
To allow the maximum rumber of comperiscns of stebility scores between
attitude areas and the maximum mumber of relationships with other ;ztruc‘éui-al
dimensions, the following stability a;oru were computed: Image of Partios'
Stands sﬁbmty, Conoept of Democrady Stability, Efficscy Stability, . Influe
ense on Goverment Mi;ityl (u'o Appomix A for item listings). All item

1
Any cubyot who hed "Q" g all questions on the Influonse Subscale

(representing either edght "Don't Know® responces or eight non-roapomu) was

not scored on '!;hh nhbnity warisblse,. .
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groups for which "Don't Know" scores hq.d beon formed were included, with the
axoeption of General Party Attitudes where the i't:‘ema were of oo diverse formab
to allow & sumcation such ss this. At a later stage of analysis, & ‘third set
of stability scores excluding "Don't Know;' respouses was formed for eaoh of
the itqn groups listed above; these soores rerressnted the proportion of
' oontent responses (not including "Don't Xnow") which were stebles.

A Stakility of Own Partisan Affilirtion Score was formed {rom identi~
oal responsos to the item used to ascertain partisan affiliation end the item
about reactions to the 1960 election. . Both of these ltems had partioularly
high reliability coeffioients in the original molysis (Hess and Torney,
1%5) '

On the scales for judging the figures, the folloring nine Stebility

\‘ Scores wers computeds Ewvaluation, Power, and Role of Fatper, President, and
Pelicemsn, respectively. A mumsd score for all non-family figures om all

dimensions wks forred from the number of stable items for all soales on |
policemen, President, Senstor, Supreme Cowrt, and Government {All Non-Family
Stability Score). Three General Instability Soares for father, Fresident,
end policeman were oampuied using the six items whioh ohildren at all grades
had answersd about each of these figures (see first six rating scoles in Ap-
pendix A), by suming the absolute valus of the difference between the response
on Test 1 and that of Test 2. These were the only stebility scores available
'i'or _sooond graders.

.No test~=retest relisbility ovefficients are ﬁailable for stability

soores hecauze ewoh score utilized information from the only two testings.

-
. o

ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.




e g

T — A 0 cr o e
WA 4 £ L P kS T o et M e RS2 e AR
- e e e e e et P o
v - » 2 manne i - LN - =

[ .

, «

‘

.

CHAFTER II1I

RBSUITS AND CONCLUSIONS

Introduction

The findings will be presented to oorrespond with the hypotheses.

The following statistical procedures were employeds produst-moment corre-
lation {supplemented by snaiysis of the correlstion ratio in casss where
ourvilinearity was cuspected) was used to evaluate the relstionship between
struotural dimensicns. Comparisons of the maan resﬁome on Test 1 with the
mean response on Test 2 were used to investigate the role of experience re-
:po,ndins‘ %o a questionnaire upon sttitude structuring. Three-way analysis

_of variance (linear model) was used to test variations of the derived
meagures of structural dimensions by grade, IQ, and sex.* The o9rrelation
be'two?n structural n.rhl?lu and the Politioal Inwlj‘emémb Seore, within

' grade, partialing out IQ, was used to sssess the relationship of this vaeria-
ble to politioal attitude structure. The .01 level of signifioance (two- ~
tailed) was adopted in reporting all findings becsuse of the large N availa~
dble. Differences and assooiations whioh did not reach this level are re- -
ported as non-significant. |

Relationships Betwesn Struotural Dimensions

Questica 1t How general are struciursl dimensions asross different
attitude areas? ' -

11Q was grouped into three ‘levels as Zollowst first through fifth
stanine socored lows sixth and seventh stanine soored medium; elghth and

ERIC o 15
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) Quostion 1As What is the relstionship between the samc structural
dimension in different attitude-concupt systems?
Questicn 1Bs What is the relstionship between different structural .
" dimensions within an attitude-cuasept system?

Relationship Betwoen Subscores in Different Content
Areas on the Smme Struotural Dimension

Extensiveness

The matrix of product moment correlations betwsen Dog't Know scores
appeers 1}‘110 upper left hwnd corner of Table 1. Don't Know subscores for
all dimanai.ons‘mm"a related to each other in ‘a linear fashion at a h-ig}ﬂ.y
signifiosnt level. The two DK scores which represented the same content area
with differeut items (Imgo of Partioa' Stands DK end General Party Attitudes
DE) were corrslated .56--tho highut correlation in the matrix. An individual

Q who has few formed opirnions in an attitude-conscept systen is particularly
| 1ikely to respond "Don't Know" to other items concerning the same attitule-
oonsept systems The correlations bétween other DE subzoores were mot ap-

precisbly lower, however, ranging from .3 to Jlb. Extonaiv;onoas seemns to

be a struotural dimension whﬁ.ph-in ‘highly' generalissble soross politioal
attitude-ooncept systems, This does not mesh that "Don't Know" is operating
like a respouse set, howevere There is no o_Tidonoo from this study that DK
soores based on widely diverse oontent (e.g., Pitioel attitudes and attitudes
toward mthmtios) or on contentless stimuli (e.g., preference for geamstrical
forms) would be &z highly oorrelated. In fact, Rorer (1963) has presented
evidonce that response styles in wider oontent damains or in oontettless

by
domains d0 not correlste with esch other.

\. ninth stanine soored highs For stability scores each’ grade was used sepa~
rately; for other analysis @redes 3 and 4, Oredes 5 ond 6, and Grades 7 and
8 were grouped..

EKC
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Stability
Correlations betweon stability ssores are preseuted in the lowor

right hend oormer of. Table 1« In oontrast to the' DK c'oox:u. stability socres

_ bued on different ooﬂtmt areas were not strongly rohted to eash other in a

- 1inear fashion. -The oomhtions betwoen Stability Socres based on the areus

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

where DX was slso scored ranged from .12 to .21. For a semple of this size
these correlations were all significant but did not scoownt for large prb-
portioni of varismos. The matrix of product moment correlations 'bo.'hreen St“'.'
bility Soores based on different dimensions for the thres figures (President,
policeman, und_fdthe_r).h presented as Table 2, These oorrelations were also
low-eranging from =03 to «23--~fifteen ouv of thirty-six meeting the oriterion
of sigiifioance s the (01 level (two-tailed). This is better than ohends,
ut the proporti.on of nrhnoo oa:plained is very maall. " The tendenoy to re-
spond to an item in a atu‘blo or umtublo fashion s not h.*ghly consis’tent
over separate toplos.

Correlations between the three Instability Soores are presented in
Table 3o These were npproohbli higher. This my be due to the greater
meaningfulness of amcunt of oimxgo on retest. The oorreiatioq ‘of instability
of attitudes toward non-fmﬂy. figures with each ‘other was l_xighar than the
correlation between instabllity of fabher attitales and instebility of abti-
budes tomard either non-fumly flgme. |

~ Attribute differentintion in judging

Tiruros on the same gxiﬁ?fu :

corrolo.ti.m 'bd:non the independence of onluatiom and beliefs

| o:bout' the pmr or role portommoo of ﬁ\o three figures are proaen!:od in

Table L i'hn_o correlations indioate that the an:lty to iake positive
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TABLE 2 -

CORRELATIQNS BEIWEEW STABIIIﬁ SCORES FOR FIGURES

m — —
= o | % ° 4 v 3 6
NENENESESIENEHYENE
| 33 |33 93| 33 |23 |33 |83 B3 |B3
,22 5200233 (38 |32 |88 | kB
Evaluation President
Stability
Bvaluation Polioeman
Stebility 23
Evaluation Father
Stability 09 | 15}
. Role President :
Stability e13 | .15} <13
Role Policeman _ - '
. Stability - 409 .| «10] 409 | .18
Role Father . ' 1
S’u‘bility 003 | . 03! 13 | 15 .| .2
Power President Co : "
Stability «08 "007 QN{. 013 «10 | .C8
Power Folicemsn N ‘
Stability oll | o11]=e03 | ¢J2 | +11}.00 |.O4
Power Father : . '
Stnbllity -003 : 002 009 “QQB 007 020 o% 005 ..

Note: - Range of' ¥ on which ocrrelations baseds 588 to 745, all Grade

i, 6, and 8 subjects who repeated test. For ¥ of 550, & correlstion of .1l
reaches tho .01 level of significance (twu=tailed).
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TABIE 3

CORREIATIONS BETWEEN INSTABILITY
' SCORES FOR FIGURES

Figure President  Father  Polioemen
. Preaident

Father '926

Policensn 37 22 .

Notes Range of N oﬁ whioch correlations
baseds B51 to 1041, 21l Grade 2, L, 6, and 8
subjects who repeated test. For N of 850, a

oorrelation of .09 reaches the .01 level of sig-
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judgments of the role porform;:o or power of figures independent of affili-
| ‘ative feslings sbout them is.correlsted for the two non~family figuros (Presi~
dout end polioenan) but that veriations in this sbility for father aro not
oorfoiutod with variations ix this sbility for other figures. In other words,
the dog-roo of struoture in th;o attihxde-qonooptl gystems whioh swrround tho *
polioemsn and President is assooiated. A similar finding was reported on the
dimension of piability, where oorrelations between Instebility Scores for
policeman .Qd'z;;-oniaeut were much higher than correlations between the Father
Instebility Soore snd the Instability Soores for either of the other figures.
The correlation bytwsen the Objeot Differentistion Socres for father

and President wes 36 (signifioant at %ha »001 lovol). 1ndioqrb1zig that the sepa- -
rateness of the attitude-concept systsms mey be assessed In a oougistent fashion

9 by both items. | :

.\' Relationships Between Subscoras in the 3mme

Content Area Assessing Different
Struotural Dimensions

Extensivenoss and stnbintx
T™he two struotural dimensions where the avallable date allow the

clearest examinstion of relationships are extensiveness (Don 't Fnow Soores)

and stability. On thees dimensions, both a DK Scare and & Si:ability Soore :
"based on identioml items were amailatle for the following oontent aresss
Concept of Demooracy,- m. of Parties' Stands, Influence on Government, and

. Bffioacy.’

» luthougb Migcellaneous Party DK had boen soored, beosuse of formatb
' difforences mong the items no stability soors was formed. The Stebility.

Influence Soore differs from the others in that tliose smidbjects who hed given ;

a1l DR responses (ooded 0, not distinguishable from no response) were not: |

soored on the Stability Influence Sbscore. ‘ ' |

o . |

ERIC \
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The matrix of prodwst momsnt correlations between DK and Stability

- Soores appoars' in the lower left hend portion of Table 1. These correlations
were ;ull ad éemnlly negatives They i'eadhod significance only for In.i;lu-
once on Goverrasnt,

Az examination of the distribution of Stedbility Scores for each DX
group (Tables 5 through 8) reveals ®, ourvilinear relationship between DK and
Stability. For the subscores on Imcge of Pp.ﬁiu' Stande, Cancept of Demoora-
* oy, and Bffioncy, ;Rhough the product moment correlatieom wes not significent,
ths oorrelation ratio (an index of both lineer and n&n-nu;qr relationship)
was signifioant at well beyond the 001 level and, sccordingly, ths dsparture
from linea?ity wae also .highly signifiocant. Ax examingtion of the mean Sta=-
dility Soc;ro by Number of DK responses (also presented in thess tebles) indi-

cates the souroce of these remults. In; oach of thaeg three sub-ereas, the
highest mean stability socore was attained 'by.‘bho group which had resvonded
‘DK to all questions on the first testing. The second highest mean stability

score had been achieved by the group which had given no DK responses on"‘Imgo

. of Parties' Stands and Conoept of Uemoormoys, (The same would have been true
for Efficeoy if groups giving four and five responses had been combined.) The
Jdowsst.mem Parties! Stands Stability 8core was achisved by those who had given
two Don't Knows out of & possidle five or six in o'aoh subsoore. The decline

in stability mean scores frem 0 DX th;'ough 2 DK, and the rise from 2 DX to
5 or 6 DK showed no reversals in any of these subscores.

The stability of a ;osponae is spparently determined in part by the
type of response. This may socount for the limited relationship between Stae-
bility Scores un different dimensions. Chil.:iron whose rosponse)i’ are most

stable will be either thovo who gave all rosponses of DK (if they do not kuow
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TABIE 5

SUMMARY OF RELLTIOHSHIP BETWEEN CONCEPT OF
. DEMOCRACY DON'T KNOW SCORE AND CONCEPT
. OF DEMOCRACY -STABILITY -SCORE

— ot -~ .

Number of Don't Know

Responses N . | Nean Stability Ssore
0 330 139
1 85 3,119
2 T7 2495
3 ' 60 ) 20%
L . Jo 3423
5 30 . L.07
6 131 505
Total - 53

S

Correlation ratio 3 JJ2i5; (6 6} = 27-355
P < omlt

Produst woment correlation = 0732: F‘(1 751) -
L.o7; nm-signifimt. _

Departure from linearity (ourvinnearity):
(5: Th6) = » 311163 p € 001,




un
2

ST:GARY OF REIATICNSIIP BEfwlil EFFICACY
DQH'T KNG SCORE AND EFFICACY
STABILITY SCORE

e L

Jumber of Don't Know

~ Respansez N }iean-Stability Score
0 hlp 2.1
i 128 : 190
2 86 1.75
5 59 2.27
e L 29 3400
2 ? Le22
Total 757 :

Correlation ratio » .2771; F(5, 751) = 12.19;
P < <001, .

Product moment Gorrelation = 02063 F(1, 755) =
«30; non-signifioent,

Doparture from linearity (curvilinsarity)
F(h, 751) = 15.53; P< <001 . R

©

ERIC
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TABIE' 7

SUMUARY OF REIATIONSHIP .BETWEEN IMAGE OF PARTIES!
STANDS DOK'T KNOW SCORE AND INMAGE OF PARTIES!
" STANDS STABILITY SCORE

Nunber of Don't Know N Mean Sjbabiliiaf Score

. Responses -
o 380 ' h.lz
1 102 352 ..
9 2 7 2,70
3 50 2498
TS
6 19 X
Total = . 727

Correlation ratio = «3353; (6,‘720) s 15.21;
p < «00),

Product moment oorrahtion = ».0062; (1, 725) =
0.003 thon~-significants

Departure from linearity (ourvilinoarity)z
Fis, 720) = 18.25. . p € #0014 .

[Kc
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'EABLE 8

SUMARY OF RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN INFLUENCE ON
GOVERNEENT, DON'T KNGW SCORE AND INFILENCE
O GOVERNMENT STABILITY SCORE

— ——— — — —— = _
Nwober of Don't EKnow ‘ .
Rosponses - : K Moon Stability Soore
- 0 512 186
’ 1 -1%6 ‘ 1.0l
i 2 I9 11,08
? . 30 3037 |
L .2 3,59 |
D 64 T, or 8 16 | %481 - 1
Total 765 - - o

Correlation ratio (not computed). | | ;
o -(no | |

y S Produoct .‘m corr'ghtion = "oém93 N = 7653
' p < «001. - ‘ .

©
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~ on ¢ne cocasion, t_iley will be squally lacking in abtitude on & sconnd) or these
who give no DX responss (if they heve an e:;tensiva attitude system).

The Influence Subsoore ‘showed the sume trend (Tebie 8) if one takes
into acoount that the group waich would be oxpooted to be most stable (all DK)
o U no;E goored on this Stavility Sn‘oaooro. The lineur corralation is signifi-
sant (mga‘bin) for this 1tm pair. The highut gtability soare was aohieved
by those 'nith a0 DK re:ponaea ’ tho lowest by those with threo DK responses out
of eight, thhough the extrems tail of the distribution is missing. the mean
.gtability- scores of those with ‘rgur DE's and those with five, six, soven, or
eight DK!s were higher than the stability saores of those with threo DK re-
_nponae-a.

This is evidence that axtensiveness is one of the most importent di-

mensions of politioal sttitude-concept systems in'children. Children con-
sistently respond Don't Know hio politioal attitude items or thoy oomsistently
gi:'vo oconbént responso;. Dl_ responses are &lsc more stable on retest than are
oontent responses. In Fiske!s formuleation (1957). tho.\DK response posEesses &
partioular kind of structure for the individual--not knowing sboub a topio .. -
exists as a dimension upart from oonbont dimmions.

The intercorrelstions between stability soores reported hexre are a.p-
preoiably lower than %no_ reported by Faigin (1950) and by Fiske (1957).
Their date were conosntrated in the areas of personality and personal interests,
and their subjects were adulta (collego siudents) nok ohildren; Fiske's data
‘wero based on stabllity soross more than two ‘“rials.

It is interesting to speculate about the possidle siages through which
uttitudo-oonce_pﬁ system development proceedse The fi st stage moy be a stable
sbeence of sttitude snd information--the attitude-ooncept sralem is not ex- |

tensive. Tho second stage may be chauotorisod by the aoquisition of attitudes
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which ore u,natablo or in & state S fluxe In %hs third, ¥hr nequired acbi-
tudes may have attained a reascrable dezroe of stability. Thils fornulation can

be tested enly by the analysis of developmental trends in these ’cwo responge

dinensions.

<

elationships between dimensions in
The Demooraoy=1iniiuence Attitude-
Uonoog §Lstem : _

The correlationa in Teble 1 indicate that the three sub-areas grouped

n the besis of oontent are not reloted to emch other-in any unitary fashion
along the atruo'tural dimensicns. Corrolations between Effiocacy DK, Influence
DK, Conoept of Democraoy DK, Bfficacy S‘ba’bility, Influence Stability, Concept

of Democracy DK were no higher than other correlations in thia matrix.

Q Extonsivenoss, consistency, differ-
~ entiation, mﬁ atability s political
" -partissnship
Beoause of its importance in political theory, attitudes toward politi-

cal parties wers represonted by s large oumber of 1jbm sad by neveral struotural
dimonlio'nu Doﬁ.'t Inow Scores on Image Parties' Stands items and on a set of
General Party items, Consistenoy of One's Om Afft_i.lhtion with Imsge of Parties!
Stands, and with Elsotion Response, Tmage of Partiez' Stands, Stability of Own
AfPiliation and Partissn Feelings, and Non~differentiation of wrtios' Stands.
The product moment correlations betwuen all thess items appear in Tab&o 9.
With 4he wxception of the oorrelation botweer;. Don't Enow Soores previously
discuseed, these correlstions were aot high end in most cases wero not aignifi-
| cant« . |
The oorrelation of .kl betwesn Non-differentiation of Image of Parties®
‘ " | Stonds snd Stability of Parties' Stands lindiontn sgain the relationship be-
- tween type of respomse and'rup;mu stability. Responses of "both about the
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. ‘eame” o questions about which party contributes most to the country were more
ltabio than respomsas whioh sttributed graater contributions to either the
Democrats or the Republiosase The stability of a respmse should be evaluated
with knowledge of what the response is. The Stability of Own Party Affiliation
was related at a signifivant (though not high) level t;a both Consistency of
Affilistion and Imege o.f Parties' 8tmds and to Consistensy of Affiliation and
Response to 1960 Eleotion, |
The evidence does not.zuppc)rt unitary organizeation of the attitude-
omitept systoms surrounding politioal parties slong all struotural dimensions.
Jonsistency of affiliation with other partisan attitudes, and stability of.

partisan attitudes were signifioantly related to each other. Eiwever, thesze

correlations were not high, and the extensiveness of partisan attitudes and

the ability to differentiate between parties did not show such rolationships.

N Conolusions About the Relationships Between
Struotural Dimsnsions :

Attitude extensivensss is.a general characteristis of all of an indi-
vidual's attitude-ooncept systems, at least within the reslm of politiocs. In
this struotured questionnairs, the correlations indicate that those who have
limited attitudes in one vontent ares also have limited attitudes in other po-
litical oontent areas. This laok of uti:étudiml rospimss may be conceptualized
on & number of lsvels of gonerality. 3ince the subjeots of this investigation
are ohildren; lack of extensive informetion end attitudes is the most iikely
explanation for "Don't Know® responsese A more general explanation might foous

on samo shildren's grester caution or tontativensss in evaluating questions;

there is no evidenos that this is a better explanation than attitude extensivee

O ness, however.

©
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Seeing the choice of the "Don't Xnov" response sliernebivs as a
;noudngfnl index of whether an attitude exists, rather thun as the reflectiion
of an irrelevant response ohoosing process, is supported by the helghtened
stability of this response wher oompared to content respmses. The enhanced
stability of the answer "Both perties the samo" in response to the Parties’
Stmnds Items also indioates hs 1mporbun;oo of distigguishing the kind of re-
sponse when iuterpreting the stability or instebility of & responss on retest.
. The low correlations smong stability socales, although they may be de-
tormined in soms small part by limited soale ranges {correlations were higher
for soales such as Instability where the range was larger), suggest that the
stability of & response may be specific to a single attitude-conoept system or
sontent area. However, this stebility of responses within & singls ettitude-
‘ ooncept ;;n;en is not strongly related to the davolqpnonb ‘along other structural
‘ dimensions of the sams system. |

Within the pontiot':l pu.rl:y attitude-conoept syatem, correlations indi-
oate that one of the moet useful pieces of 1nfomﬁ‘on is whether & ohild knows
something sbout 'ponu_}au partiss or dmows nothing p.bOl;t them. Another step
in the developmental process appears to be the acquisition of a stable party
4dentification of one's omn. The image of politioal parties appears to be
somewhat unoclesr throughout elementary sckool. Although the developmsntal
changes which ocour in thﬁo structvoral dimensions will be explored in the
following lootion,'tor nost ohildren the partisan attitude-ooncept ayate@ does
not possess a unitary degree of. strusture along all the dimensions.

In the attitude-concept system oriented arownd family and non-family

suthority figures, there is & more clear-cut set of relationships between

{

struotural dimeasions. Judgmental prooesses ragarding the father differ

somovhat frdm those oconcerning politiocal authority figures. The correlatic -
ERIC | |
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63 .
of the Instcbility Scores for President with the Ingtability Scores for
policeman was higher than the correlations of either of these scores vith
the Instability Score for Father; the correlations between Attribute Differ-
entintion Swores for the President and these scores for the policeman were
also higher then for either ths.President ar the polioeman soores with scores
‘for the fathor. Thls suggests that there is & unitery character to the
attitude-concept systems surrounding the poilcemsn ard President.

- In sumnary, attitude extensivenes: is the structurel dimension which

is most genaralizable across attitude-concept systems; attitude stnbility mast

be interpreted more with reference to speoific con;\‘.ont areas. The atthitude=~
’ | ccncert sysiexs swrownding Political Parities and that surrouzding Dezccerscy
and l;rocessos of Influence do not demonstrate strodg ;:oherer.ce clong structural
‘ dimensiouse In meking judgments about non-femily figures who are known indi-
, rectly, the struoture of attitude-concept systems (at loast their stebility

and sbtribute differentiation) demonstrate somewhat gre;\ter unitye. This may
be due to the faot that these figures (the policemen and the President) are
considerebly more specifioc attitude ‘objeots than p.oliﬁonl parties or

prooesses of influences -

Attitude Structwe snd Experience

Question 23 Does the process of formulating answers to questions con~-
cerning sn attitude objest inoresmse the structure of the corresponding
attitude~oonoept system? Is this ‘an aspeot of the process by which
attitudes become more structured? '

Hypothesis 2: Experiencs gained from responding to an attitude
instrunent will inoresse ths structure of attitudes expressed on a
socond administration of the seme instrument. '

One sourse of information sbout situstions and expsriomce which &_2m

O tribute to inoressed attitude structurs comes from a oomparison =f cespounses
on Test 1 with responses on Test 2. When attitade obJeots are vaguely known

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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and may et have been put into the cabcgories uscd in thoe ratings soales, the
act of angwering a questionnaire on the first cdministration ‘may increago the
orystallization of these attitudes, reculting in inoreased siruoture on the
sevond administration. |

The oomparison of meens on Test 1‘ with those on Test 2 is presented in
Table 10. If the ohild simply scquires information as a result of taking the
test, one would expect loiar' DK scores on ths necond testings The only sig~
nificant difference twtween DK scores was in the opposite direction, and the
Total DK Soore miowed no significant differsuce. Grester partisan consistenocy
oa Test 2 had been ‘predioted, and, in fl‘O:b, the éonsiatonoy between Partisan
Affiliation and Election Response was higher (p < «0l). The score on Role
Affiliation Differentiation for President wes higher on the second test. In-
the case of Puwar/.&ﬁ‘ilia’cion Differentisntion, the soores on the seoond tést - ’
were higher than on thse Piret for all three figures (father, policeman, Presi-
dent)s The Differentiation of Father from President (object gifferentiation)

was also :i.gnﬁ‘_icantly higher on the seoond test, in the direotidn of seeing
the father as more concerned with one's welfare than the Prosident. Experi-
ence in answering questions about mhﬁority figures contridbutes to the ability

to make juigments of role sud powsr which are independent of evaluation

(attribute differentistion) and to differentiste . between the affective ties

with father and those with the President.

The Rohtior.ship Betweer Struoctural Dimensions -
and Grade, Intellirence, and Sex

Question 33 What is. the relationship of struotural dimensions to school
grede? Does devslopmonmt oocur in attitude strueture during the elementery
sohool yoora‘t

o Question Ls How does sttitude struoture differ for children of high and
= low intelligence (with grade held oonstmt)‘! .

EKC Question 51 How does attitude struoture d&ffer for boys snd girls?
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Extensiveness

Hypotheais JAt Attitude~conoept systems will be more extensive for
children of higher grade levels.

Hypothesis LA: Attitulesooncept oystems will be more oxtonsive for
children with higher IQ's.

Hypothesls S5A: Boys will have more oxtensive attitude~concept gystems
than girls.

The dimension of extensivenoss, as nsssured by all the Don't Enow Sub-

sccres aud by the Total Don't Enow Score, was related significantly to grade,
intelligonoe, and gexe For the Concept of Demooracy, Image of Parties' Stands,
and Efficacy, all three main effootc wers significant at the <001 level (Tables

11, 12, and 13). In emch onse, the extensiveness of expressed attitude was

‘ higher for older ohildren, for n(ore intelligont children snd higher for boys
than for girls (assos.ud in each oass by the eorrospondence between ex&onsivé"
attitudes and few Don't Xnow reapoisel). For the General Party Subscore grade
and IQ effests were x'signifionnt at the 001 level whé.lo the R-ratio assoolated
with sex differences reached the .01 level {Table 1) for Influence Subscore,
grede snd IQ effocts were significant at the .001 level, but the sex difference
did not reach significance {Tadble 3).

The intersction between sex md grade wes x;i.gniﬁoant for all subsoores
at either the 01 or the 001 levelo In each subsoure this was acoounted for
by the deoreasing megnitule (and :ln some coses reversal) of sex differences at
higher grsde levels. Differences between boys snd girls in exiensiveness of
attitude~ooncept lya'c;ma were striking only wp to Grade 6. Therenfter they
deoclinede Thiree of the five subscores (.Conoopb.' of Democracy, Efficacy, and
.’ Genoral Party Attii;udu) also showed signifioant intersotions between grade

EKC
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ANATY IS OF VARIAWCE OF COMOETD O DRIMCRACY DOIF'T
KNOV, BY GRADE, INYEILIGE:.CE, AND SEX

Main Effects
{ Group § T —
Yain Eff{ects ¥ Ratioc.for '
Moans® Y¥ain Effect af p<
Grade L 2.90
n Grades 5 t°6 1,68 6030714. 2,7399 001 .
Grades T ta 8 - - 70 e
7 3
Low IQ 1095 )
Yodium IQ 1.79 50,0l 2,71999 001
Boya 105’4.
‘ Girls ) 1.% . 56 ‘53 1:7399 '001
) Interactions
Grade end IQ°° Grade and Sex’"
Iow IQ | Medium IQ | High IQ Boys Girls ]
Grade Lt 2472 3,01 2.96 2.56 3,23
Grades 5 %0 6 2,01 1.4 1,36 1145 191 -
Gredes 7 to 8 J.12 069 .30 059 81 i

fSean number of DK TeSponses.
bSignifiomt, P < +001e
*®In Grade L, high IQ md medium IQ children give slightly more,

{ ~ rather than fewer, DK rosponses than low IQ children.
' dA‘b Grades T to0 8 the sex difference in number of DK's ls ocon-

siderebly locs pronounced than at the earlier grede levels.
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f ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF IMAGE OF PARTIES® STANDS
DONST KNOW, BY GRADE, INTELLIGENCE, AND SEX

Hain Effeots
Group : -
Main Effeots F Ratio for i <
Beans® Y¥ain Effect 1P
Grades 3 to L 1.72
Grades 5 to 6 1.1, 119,80 2,7399 «C01 1
Grades T to 8 «86
Iow 1IQ - 15
Medium IQ : 1e2ly " 53456 257599 .001
Boys 1.11 ' . -
Interaction Between Grade end Sex®*® |
Boys Girls
Grade 4 1.6 1.97
Grades 5 to 6 1003 ' 102}4
Grades 7 t08 ) 085 ) 087 L q

“Moen mmber of DK responses.

Dsignitiomnt, p < <001,

®At Grades T to 8 there is no apprecisble gex difference.




e e - O . - . . _ -

.
4 PP P L..u“""l’- s 135 St i i i et s

D el

ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.

70

TBIE 13

ANALYSIS OF VARTANCE OF EFFICACY DON®T KWOW, BY GRADE,
INTELLIGENCE, AND SEX

-

" Mnin Effoots
Group
MYain Effeots I' Ratio foxr af
Meang® ¥ain Effects P<
Grades 3 to L 1.19 :
Gredes 5 to 6 6T 259.01 2, 7646 .001
Grodes 7 to 8 o3 ‘ '
Modiwn IQ «T9 29115 2,706 001
High I o8l
Boys 65 '
oy 6 . 16461 1,7646 | «001
Interactions
Grede and 1QP»° Grade wd Sex*d
Tow IQ | Medium IQ | High IQ | Boye | Girls ;
l
Grades 3 %o & 117 | 1.22 117 | 1.01 1a56
Grades 5 to 6 085 069 ohs 062 0:12 |
Grades 7T to B 55 ot5 «29 iy 2 .

%)ean mmber of DK responsese
bsignificant, p< +001

%Tn Gradas 3 %o L there iz no difference between IQ groups in
number of DK responses given. ' ' : .

d.&t Grades T 'bé: 8 the sex differuvnoe is reverscd, with boys
giving slightly more DK responson.
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TABLS 1l

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF GENERAL PARTY DON'T KNOW,
. 3Y GRADE, INTELLIGENCE, AND SEX

M¥ain Effeots
Group ‘ .
Yain Bffects F Ratio for
oans® Main Effect f p<
_Grade i - - 1.L5
Grades 5 to 5 092 174.79 2,739 » 001
Grades 7 to 8 73
Iow 1IQ 1.15
High IQ 87
Boys | 096 3
‘ Girls 1.10 €.83 L1399 -01
Interections
Grade and 1Q°*4 Grade md Sex®?®
Low IQ | Medium IQ | High IQ | Boys Girls
Grade L]. w 1059 1029 1031 ) 1058
Grades 5 to 6 1,15 «89 T2 «85 99
Grades T to 8 o8l o7 +60 T3 T3

“tean mumber of DK respoONnses.

Psigniicant, p <. .001.

Osignificant; p < +0L.

dAt Grade l the groatest number of DK responses is given by
the mediuwm IQ group. .

®At Grades ‘T to 8 there is no

responses.
)

sex difference in nuwiber of DK
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TABIE 15

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF INFLUENCE ON GOVERNMENT DON*Z
KNOW, BY GRADE, INTELLIGENCE, AND SEX .

= e o o o e === I ===

Yain Effeots
Group . :
Main Effgots F.Ratio for
Yoons® ¥ain Effect o p<
Grade It 88 :
Grades 5 %o 6 7 160.72 2,739 001
Grades T to 8 o2l
Yovw °Q W61
Medium IQ 55 1856 2,73599 .001
. , High IQ 13
A Boy: Jdg |
. | Gily'il . 053 \ 1.57 1,7599 TleSe
Interaction Between Grede md Sex ’°
- " Boys Girls
Grade U o T8 .99
Grades 5 to 6 i3 - .5
Grades T to 8 27 22
Mipan number of DX responsess ’

DSignitioant, p < 4001

Oxt Graios 7 to 8 the sex difference is reversed, with boys
© glving slightly mors DK responsess '

ERIC
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and intelligenve. IThi. was produccd i1 esch case by ths olovw. .o ol sou's
Ksow Scores in the moditvm IQ group at the Grade 3 to L level.

Table 16 presents ths 'l‘gte.i DK Score which sumarizos lhess £indings.
Ths grode effect is clearly the most atriking-;-mean DK score at Grade li was
9.443 end at Grade T to 8 was 3.91. The IQ effeut was also sizeable, mean Dﬁ
Soore ‘i‘or the low I group being 7.18 and for ti;e;_high iQ grpup; 5.51. The
difference botween boys end girls was lsss pronounced though also highly sig-
nificents boys had & mean DK score of 5.87 and girls of 7.0%. The significant
interaction between grade and iC‘, was acoounted for by the high DX score of the
medium-IQ group st grada L {10.13); Vhe grade by se::' interaction vas dus to
the diminished difference 'bei.:men boys and girls at Grades 7 to & {boys® mean
3485; girls® mean 3.97).

Tho aoquisition of attitudas appesrs to proceed in all political
attitude~-concopt syscems st approximately the seme rate. Thore is no evidencs

that extonsivenssa of attitudes inoreases in some attitude-consept systems but

not in others during elementary achool. .

All three hypotheses wers confirmed with respact to the dimension of

extensivoness as measured by Don't Know scores. This ls « goneralized

structural dimengion along which attitude development ooowrs with gro.do and
for whioh development toours more rapidly in children who are more intelligent.
During the sarly elementary grades, boys are aocelerated in the acquisition of

attitudes, but this difference has nearly disappeared by Grade Te

Stability

Hypothesis 3B: Attitude~copcept systems will be more stable for
children or higher grade levels.

Hypothesis jB: Attitude-oconoept systema vrill be more stable for
children with higher IQ's.

Hypothss¢is 5B: Girls w:lll here more stable attitude-concept .systems
than boyl.

i
1
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TABIE 16

ANATYSIS OF VARIANCE OF TOTiL DON'T KiOW, BY GRADE,
INTELLIGENCE, AND SEX

- p -t

12in Effects

Group )
irin Effeocts F Ratio for
Morns® Main Effect df p<
Grads Ly 9.L3
Grades 5 ©2 5 6400 110%5.2.0 2,759 .00L
Grades T tv B 3491
Low IQ 7.18
sedium IQ 6.66 6510 2,7599 001
High IQ 5e51
Boys 587
Cirls 7403 28.89 1,7399 001
Interactions
Grade and 1Q°*° Grade and Sex’® -
Tow IQ | Mediwm IQ | High IQ| - Boys Girls
Grade It 9,26 10,12 8490 833 10.53
Grades 5 to 6 Te27 5.90 Li.82 5.3 6.57
Grades 7 t0 8 5;00 3.95 2079 3085 3.97

&yoan number of DK responses.

bSignii‘ioant, p < «001.

®xt Grade l; the largest number of Don't Enow responses is ‘
gilven “y the mediwm IR groupe.

d

A Gradogs T to 8 the sox difference ia number of Don 't Know

responses 18 comsciderably leos prorounced than at earlier grade

lcveloas
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‘, Date inticating that ihe ox tuzivenc.is of abi itudc -ecunsopt systas iue

oreases vith grade and IQ (mensured by deciine in number of DK. responses) enld
that there is curvilinsar reletionship botween the number of- Don't Know re-
(sponaos and the stability of responses have been presented in previous gootions. |
It has also been suggested that tiere may be three stages in tho developmont of
an attitude-ooncept systems first, the steble absence of an attitudinal re-
sponse; seoond, the acquisition of attitudes whioh are unsteble or in a state
of flux; third, the presence of attitudos which have a reasonable dogres of
stability. Table 17 and Teble 18 present the percembapges of individueis at
each grade level who were classified in the following typolozics i the content
areus Concept of Demooracy end Imege of Partios' Stands: Lo DK and Tow (below
median) Stability Score; No DK and High (ebove medien) Stabilily Score; Medium
(one to four) DK end Bigh (above median) Sbability Score; High (five or six)

DK and High (above medimn) Stability Scors. These combent: areas were ohosen

- for this analysis because there wers a sufficient mumber of subjects who had
gilven DK regponses to make groug size reasongble.’

Becauge of the ou;"rilinear relationship .betmen extengiveness and sta-
bility, ocertain 'bypoiogiel (9ege, Nodium DK end High éta'bility) were represented
partioularly infrequently. However, the o‘hn.ngea by grade in modal response are
consistent with the existence of three stages in attitude development.

For thie Conoept of Democracy score (Table 17), the two types represonted
most fraquontly ab Grade 4 were Medium DK/Low Stebility and High DK/High Sta-
bilitye In this attitude~ooncept system, fourthn grac}e’r'a’ were most likely either
to repord in & gtable fashion that they had no attitudes or tc expross attitudes
which were of an unsteble nature. Aﬁong gixth graders the most irequent 'i'.};pes

' were iledimn DK/Low Stability end No DK/High Stobility. While many sizth praders
have only partiellr developed attitudos, a lorge proportion have developed
ERIC |
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CILAYIGES BY GRADE IN DISTRIBUTICY O TYFOIOGIES

OF" DEMOCRACY STABILITY AND EXTsNSIVENESS

mmmm;;mw T Ts a2

0 DK 1-ly DK 5-6 DK
Group | N | o Bolow | % sbove | % Delow | % Above | % Below | % Above
Yodian Median Fedian Hedien Median Median
Stebility | Stability | Stability |Stsbility | Stability |Stebility
Grade l; {391 | 18493 T2 311478 5.88 6.6l 26.%5
Grade 6 |207 | 20.77 26,09 30ul13 8.70 3.86 | 10.1L
Grade 8 | 155 22e58 61.29 11.61 2658 0.00 1.9l
TABIE 18
CHANGES ‘BY GRADE IN DI$TRIHITION OF TYPOIOGIES
~ OF IMAGE OF PARTIES' STANDS STABILITY
AND EXTENSIVENESS
-::::M
: 0 DK 1y DK 5-6 DK
Grovp | ¥ | o Bolow | % Above | % Below | % Above | % Bolow | % Above
Median Median Median Modien | Median Vedian
Stability |Stebility | Stability | Stability | Stability | Stability
Grade )4 35& 214058 220& 33-& 5057 3067 10.17
Grads 6 [213 | 2488 26429 27.23 11.27 2.82 7.51
' Grela 8 | 160 30063 ﬂp?)& 25063 500 312 1.25
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oxtisnsive alvitucieconcept : ystems winich tre ~table: in sther .us wi, thoy

have reachzd the third stage of etbitule dovelopment. By Grad.. 8, tho owe:-

vhelming majority of the group {61.29 per oent) gave no DK responses and

showed high stability. Less than 2 per cent of eighth graders wore olassi:-
fied in the High DK/High Stebility pattern characteristic of fourth greders.

To summarize, in the attitude-concept system oriented around concopts
of democracy there is 'a sharp rise with grade in the percontage of chiidren
who have extensive and stable attitudes. end a corresponding fall in the per-
coutage who have a stable lack of attitudinal responses emd in the posconiage
who express attitudes which arc ﬁnstable.

The pattern is not so olecr in the Image of Parties' Stends (Table 18).
There is & corrosponding inorsnse with grade in the p;'oporticn of children with
oextensive end stable expressed attitudet.z (S‘bage 3)==22.60 per cent of fourth
graders, inox;eusing t0 34438 per cent of eighth graders--but it is not so
striking as the chenge noted in the Concept of Democracy. Thers is o similar
decline in the percentage with Hié;h DK/H:igh Stability (from 10.17 per cent at
Grade L %o 1425 per cent at Grade 8) end a deoline in the imbermediate group
Mediun;. DK/Low Stability (from 33,62 per oent at Grade L to 25,63 pr cent at

. Grade 8),

This suggests, though 11;. is certainly not conclusive, that conceptu.al-
izing the development of attitude-ooncapt systems through the three stages
mentioned is valid for conceptions of democracy but 1s nob so olearly the
progression when the subjeot mattor involves the recoguition of the political
pa:rties' stande on izsues,.

Congldering the curvilinear Teolavionship bobween stabllity and Don's
Know previoualy roported, it geamoed desirable to use a Stability Score which

would toko into occount the dnd of responses which was stable. Rosoored




78
Stability Soores wera formed to eliminate the contemination by Don't Know and

%o assess the stebility of contont responses alene. 1f a child had answered

DK or failed to respond to- half or more of tho items in a subscale, he was not ~
g:wen a mbilrby score for ’cha*b au’bacale. If he had given a content response
to more than half of the items, his atabili’by soore was computed on the basis
of those contont response alone (not including DK) and oonsisted of the per-
centage of content responses which were stable on retest. The correlations be-
tween thess rescored stebility scores snd the original atability scores were
all sbove .90, differing only by the fact that indiv.i.dhals who had enswered DX |
tc half of the items had not been scored. |

Stability in three political
attitvude~-concapt systoms

Swamarisg of the three-way analysis o.f voriance conducted with the
five basic rescored stshility scores are presented in Tables 19 to 23.

The F ratios for variance due to grade were gignificant at the .0C1
level for Rescored Stabili‘l;y of Definition of Demooracy, for Rescored Ste-
bility of Efficacy, and for Stability of Owr Partisan ffilistion. An exani-
nation of the moans indioates that this was due to the inoreased proportion of
items which were stablo for older ohildron. Although the trend in means by
grode was the same for Resoored S‘l:ahi.li.ty of Parties! Stands (Table 22) and
for Rescored Stability of Influence on Govermnent (Table 23)=-ie0., Grade b
loss stable than Grado. 6, @d this in turn less stable than Grade 8~-the F
retios for the grade effeoct did not reach significance.

| Out of the five subscores, only the Rescorsed Stability of Efficacy was
related.signifioantly (p < .01) o inbelligense. The ordering of moans was 4§
predicted for Rescorod Stability of Influonoce on G‘fovernmont and for Rescored

Stability of Conocept of Demooracy, but the F ratica did not reach signiflcance.
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TABIE 19 : .

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF RESCORED STABILITY OF
CONCEPT OF DEXOCRACY SCORES, BY GRADE,
INTELLIGENCE, AND SEX

- S - — - =
Main Effeots F Latio for
Group Means® Main Effect af P <
Grade I %5.56 .
Grade ._6 )40.09 1609).]» 2, 565 (01
’ Grade '8 ‘ L2479
. Tow IQ 3766
. liediwm IQ 39.1,9 bl 2,365 NeSe
~ High IQ Li1.28
Boys 38.68 .
Girls m.ae 5‘87 19365 .BeBas

Note: 'No significent interactions.

*The higher the score, the greater the percentage of
rusponses identioal on-test and rotests These means may be

translated to proportion of stable items by mltiplying by two,
and then subtraoting one, '
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TABIE 20

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF RESCORED STABILITY OF
EFFICACY ITEMS, BY GRADE, INTELLIGLLCE
AND SEX

B e

Haip Effccts F Ratio for

Group Heans® liain Bifoct s p<
Grode i 2%.58
Grede 6 28.29 12.27 2,499 .001
‘_ Grade 8 29,99 .
Medium IQ 26.1,9 .62 2,499 +01
High IQ 29,91
Boys 274L0 23 1,199 mes. 1

Girls 27.18

Note: To d'gnificént interactimse.

®The higher the score, the greater the percentoge of
responses identical on test and retest. These moans may be 4
translated to proportion of stable items by multiplying by two,
snd then subtracting one.
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TABIE 21

ANALYSTS OF VARIANCE OF STABILITY OF OVN
PARTISAN AFFILIATION, BY GRADE,
INTELLIGENCE, AYD SEX

—p——

Main Effects ¥ Ratio for

Group Yerns® Yain Effect af P <
Grade ’4 1.28

Grade 6 1.h8 7.88 2,587 .G01
Grade 8 1.5

Low I L2 -

Hedivm IQ 10’.}3 055 2,587 LeSs .
High I i |

Boys l.42

Girls Lk | .08 1,587 DeSe

Notet No significant interactions.

Ormber of items stable out of two.




Group

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF RESCORED STABILITY OF
IIAGE OF PARTIES' STARNDS ITELS, BY GRADE,
INTELLIGENCE AND SEX

YMain EBffests

Meansa

Grade L
Grode 6
Grede 8

36401
38,65
39,91,

Low IQ

Modium IQ

High IQ

36.10
10.34

Boys
Girls

37.47
38491

Nb‘signifioanﬁ interaotions.

aThe.highsr the acore, the greater the percentegs of re=-
sponses identicol on test and retest.

lated to proportion of stable items by-mnltlplyung by two, and

then udbtracuang ones

TABLE 22

F Rotio for
Main Effect

These means may be “trans~
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TABIE 23

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF RESCORED STABILITY OF

INFLUENCE ON GOVERMMENT ITEMS, BY GRADE,
- INTELLIGENCE, AND SEX

R R R T e s g cn -
| Main Effects F Ratio for

Group . Yoans® Hain Effeot df P<
Grade L 30,50 ‘

Grade 6 31.66 3.08 2,60).[. lie 8o
Grade 8 33420 :

Lovr IQ 29079 )
kredilm IQ 32.00 3083 2,601.‘. Rele
High IQ 33456 .

Boys 315l 301 1,60L nes.

Girls 32 . 03

Note: No significant interwotiorse

%See Chapter II for desoription of scorings. The higher
the acors, th: greater the percentage of responses identiocal on
Test and retaste These means may be translated to proportion
of stable itens by multiplying by two, and then subtracting one.
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Jone of the tosts of sex differences as main effects roached significenco
though all were in the predicted dirsction, with girls more stable than boys.
There wers no significent intersotioms.

Io summary, the stebillty of responses shows olear-cut development
with increasing grade fcr three of the subsooress <+the oconcept of demoorady, -
the perception of an individual citigen's efficacy, and the ego~-involving
acceptance of a partioular 'partisan orientation. In ths elsboration of the
partisan attitude-conoept systems to include conf licts and differences between
the politioal parties and in assessing pi'essuro group influence upon the law-
meking process, there was no sigpificant inorease in stability with grade.
Intelligence was related only to the Stability of Efficacy subscoro, end sex
wms not significantly related to any cf the subsoorese.

htbitude stability is leagt important as a structural developmeutal
dimension for those two content areas which are least visible to the ohild and
which ars emphasized least in 'bhayaohool ourrioculumt pressure group influences
on lew making and the isme oonflict between political pariles {sse Hess and
Torney, 1965, for a disoussion of curx;ibulzm in these areas)e Stability is
mich more relevant as & developmental structural dimension in the concept of
democracy, oonoception of the responsiveness of the ngernmont to individual

of£0st (offionoy), and in the individual's assuption of a pertisen affiliation

for himself. The combent of the firsb two at-citude-ooncopt systems receives
partioular stress in the ¢ ¢ shool curriculum; taking on & partisan identixiuation |
and resoting to the outoome of an election receive wide support in the oulture. -
The more specific aspects of influence (pressure groups) snd partisan conflict
do not recoive such support and appareatly do not beoomts atable parts of

atbitude-conoept systems during elementary schools Increase or lack of in=

_ oreaso in the stebility.of a particular portion of an ot titude~concept system
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moy give clres abous tho order of dovr Lopmens within that syciem as well as
indicating the inflnence cf perbicuicr seeializing furces (school curricuiun,
family experience).

| Oz the whole, there is limited but not oonclusive evildence of ihe
usefulness of stabiliil as a developmental structural dimo;lsion of attitude~
concept syctem development in specific aspeocts of systems oriented around the
demooratic prooess and partismship. |

.Stebility in judpments of political
end non-political authority figures

In judgments of political and non-political authorit; figurcs, devolop-
ment along the structurel dimeneion of stability is more clecu_'-cut than in the
arcas pregented in the previous seotion. For the Non-family Stebility Scores,
the Prosidential Instability Score, and Father Ins.tability Score (Tables 2, 25,
and 26), the F ratios associsted with the grade effect were significant at the
+001 level, while for Policeman Instability the grade effeot reached signifi-
oance at ths .C1 levol (Table 27). In each case stability increased with grade.
Inoreases of the greatest magnitude ooourred betwsen Grede 2 and Grade L. On
the Father Instability and Policeman Instability Scores, sixth graders demon-
strated as mach stability as eighth gradors.- It is not possible to compare
these results direotly with those ocited previously; sinpe these figure insta-
bility scores were the cnly indicea of stabinti which could be scored at the
second grade level. But it appears that botween the second and fourth grade
& congidersble amount of atructuring ocowrs along the stebility dimension of
- attitude~oconcept systems. In the highly relevant attitude-concept systems
oonoerning figures with whom the child has had peraonal contaoct (father and
policemnn), maximm structure has been attained by the sixth grade. Fur the

President and for other non-family figures whioh have more oxplicitly political
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TABIE 2l;.

AWALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF STABILITY OF LON-FAMILY
AUTHOLITY ITEMS, BY GRADE, INTELLIGENCE,

AND SEX
mwm
' ¥ain Effect F Ratio for
Group Moans® Main Effect O P<
Grade Iy 20,12 . :
Grade 6 21,83 8.99 2,537 .001
Grade 8 22.29
Low IQ 20434
Medium IQ 2117 - 9,07 - 2,537 »001
High IQ 2,75 :
Boys ' 20.96 e .
Girls 21.85 6.06 1,537 nes.
Note: No signifisant interactions.
Number of resgponses identical on retest for forty-one
itoms.




TABLE 25

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF INSTABILITY OF PRESIDENT
ITEMS, BY GRADE, INTELLIGENCE, AND SEX

e e N

Yain Bffects
Group
¥ain Effects F Ratio for p<
Means® Main Effect
Grade ﬁ ' Ll,t.?ﬁ
Grace
Grade 6 3497 7+15 -001
Grade 8 370
Iow IQ Le55 -
Medivm IQ: holy Seli5 +001
High IQ 3¢T9 .
Boys he10 ‘ ‘
Girls - Le23 - R TeSe
Interaction Between IQ and
Boys Girls
. Lov IQ L.18 L.93
Modium IQ 11,09 11.20
High IQ L.02 3457

%Sum of sbsolute value of differences between response on

Test 1 and on Teat 2 for six questions.

%p < ,0l.

%Sex differences reversed in high IQ group.




AWALYSIS OF VARILNCE OF INSTABILITY OF FATLER

TABIE. 26

ITRiS, BY GRADE, INTELLIGENCE, AT S=X

c Y¥air Effocts F Ratio for af

roup Ueans® Yain Effech P<
Grade £ L1.36

Grad . ' .

Crado {‘* Zﬁz 15.28 3,725 001
Grade 8 w2eT8

low IQ 3.52

Medium IR 343l 8.16 2,725 .001
Hgh I 2.9 |

Boys 5429

Girle 3.2)4 lom 1,725 IleS e

Note: No significant interactions.

ca Test 1 and on Test 2 for six questious.

%Sum of absolute value of differences between rosponse
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1 , TABLE 27

l
ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF INSTABILITY OF POLICERMAN y 1
ITEMS, BY GRADE, INTISLLIGENCZ, AND SEX
|
|

- - — e . — e A Tt — et e et — yog
Main Effocts  F Ratio for
Group Means® Main Effect af P
Grade ;‘2 5,17 . .
Grade Iy L.68 -
, Grade 6 L33 L5k 3,815 01
low IQ 5409
Hedium IQ .56 - . 8.17 2,813 .001
High IQ .23
BO:{S ho?l ]
Girls 1.5, 1.1t7 1,'613 NeSe

Notes No significent interactions.

-

- " Sum of sbsolute value of differences between response
on Test 1 end Test 2 for six questions.

v
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rolev:-.nce,l structwral development along <lhie stability dl.engim i in
rregress at least unbil tho eighth jraisce. This result would havo boen more
olear-cut conceptually 1f the policeman Lad not beon included in the Non-
fanily Soore and it had been more clearly a Politi6al Figure Score.

The F ratios asgociated with intelligence as a main effect reached
signifioance at the .001 level for the threo Instebility Scorcs and for the
Jon~family Stebillty Score; the moans achieved by the low IQ group showed less
stability in every case than the mescas of the higher two groups. None of the
F ra"b:loa assvolated with differencos betveon boys and girls was signifiocant.
A two-way interasiion hetween IQ end sex on the President Inctabiiity Score
was sirmificio® b S NI Trrele The Low 1§ 73T verr The Tor mmrtadls
group wiile the high IQ girls domonstrated the highest stability.

In sumary, in attitude-oconcept systems surrounding perscnal figures,
there appears to be consideradble dévehpment slong the structural dmen;ion of
stabilitye Children of difi‘eront; intelligenoce levels also differ in the sta-
bility of attitudes to authoritye

. CbJjeot Differentiation in Judgments of
Politiocal and Non=-politidal
Authority Figures
Hypot!"xosis 3C: The objects around vhich a'btltudewoonéepb systems areo

oriented will be more dift‘erentiated far children of higher grade
lovelse.

Hypothesis liC: The objeots around +h ich attitude-concept systems are
orisated will be more erentiated for ohildren with higher IQt's.

Hypothesic 5C: The objects around whioch attrbudo-ooncept systems are
oriented will be more differentiated for bdys.

The dimensior of object differentiation depends upon assumptions about

the role of the affeotive prooess in the development of attitudes toward persons,

J‘soore inoluled Ssnabor, Suprame Court, and Government, as vell as
Progident and ﬁolioemn.
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in this oase ﬁ;ﬁru of mﬁmﬁ.ﬁy. The n‘nilﬁy to gpeoielize the fether’s role, n
¢ by differeutisting batwsen the fatber exd the President as sources of afective
gratification, .is an wxxeple of the wey in shioh the ariginel process’ of geieral=
istug sttitudes % disbaus mm from :mm.. toward knows objects is modie
. fied by the subsequect separstim of Shese cbtitads-cmoept: systems. -
' Yor the m-zmwcm m« on the dimemmion “Is ¥y Tavorite,” the
P retios assoolsted wiih A1 Shree mein offoots (grwie, iwtelligmos, m; s_n) :
were signifisant at the <0031 a.ml and tlu_m were oxfdarad in the predicted
diresiion {Table 26). On the disession “Weuidiilmys want to help me 42 I needod
i’c,.” the grade snd IQ oftects were tigﬂi.nmt st the 001 level, ut the aex
sffect was nok (mx- 29)e Cleurly with grade. and sspeclally iz the oase of
wrighter mmran. there is su incréass 1n the ability %o w:cme. betwesu
‘ father’s role as s affective or u.trinc_'cl'n ooe md the Moml role
o rolabionship with 4ho Presidewt, The stroug affective feslings Whioh develop
AN for the President by gemsralisation from similar feelings shout the father are
moditiod, el the msmo-domﬁ system for the President baocmes detached
from that fﬂ’ the fathers |
The difference betwesn boys md girls msy be uplunod‘bytho ROYS
personsliized feelings whieh giris bave for figures of authority. This differ-
. mos is partioularly marked at the labsr grade levels, suggosting that the
prooess by vhich attitudss Soward the Presidext are formed ey not differ fox
boy: ad girls, tus Hat ;:lxh retain genoralised and undifferentiated ﬂ.ln

*mwmm \

Abtridbute Differentiation in Mguun of
— Political and- Non-politieal

. Mathority H.;wu

. : - Eypothesis 3D Injnuunhoc mndnom objocts, where growp
(] . identification 1s nob importsat (eege, ratings of policessn and Presi-
dmt). ﬁowo‘ roh md wMﬁnb«mw
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TABIE 28

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF PRESIDENT-FATHER DIFFERENTIATION
ON FAVORITE, BY GRADB, INTELLIGENCE, AND SEX

ot cneimemctmgl R
S——— GIW

—_— e —————

Main Tffects

Group .
Hedn Effeots F Ratio for - 4

Means® Main Effeot as P
Grades 3 to Lt 1.00
Gredes 5 to 6 1.9 50.57 2,7646 +001
Grades 7 to 8 1.55 -
Low IQ 1,05 £
Medium IQ 1.37 47.75 2,7645 01
High IQ 1.52
Boys 1.440 - ~
Cirle 1.52 1356 1,766 '.001.

Interaction Between Sex ad GredeP»°

Boys Girls
Grades % %0 Lt 1,02 .98
Grades 5 to 6- . li5 1.33
Gredee 7 to 8 1,36

te73

*The higher the score, the more father‘s affiliative role is

differentiated from the President's. Zero score would represent lack

of auy differentiation, and negabive soores would indicate the rating

of *rogident highor then father.

bSignifioant s P.< +01.

°At Grades 3 to l; the sex differonces are much less pronounced

than at the later

grade levels.
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TABIE 29

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF PRESIDENT-FATHER DIFFERENTIATION
ON HELPS, BY GRADE, INTELLIGENCE, AND SEX

=Mng===
" Main Effects F Ratio for

Group lisang® Main Effoot af p<

Grades 3 4o 4 59 72,90 © 2,766 +001
Grodec 5 to 6 93 '
Grades 7 to 8 1.09

© Low 13 .68
Medium IQ .89 36,08 2,7646 001
Bigh IQ . 1.00 : o
Boys »88

Girlﬂ .86 °19 ] 1’ 76&6 XleBe

Notes No signifioant interactions.

‘ al'he higher the score, the more fathert's rols is differw
entiated from the President's. Zero scors would represent lnok of
any differentiation, and negative scores would indicats the rating
of Fresident higher then father.

Y

ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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for children of higher grada. lovels, In judgments of the father
where the affeotlve relationship remains primary, atiribute differ-
entiation will not be grester for ohildren of higher grade loveiss

Hypothosis Lt TIu judgments of persous sud social cbjects whers
group identifiostion is not importazt (e.g., rotings of policeman
and President), the differentiation of role snd power attributes
froa affiliation will be greater for ohildren with higher IQ's. In

jndgug::l of the father, attribute differentistion will siot vary
with I S

_ Hypothesls 5D: InJudgments of psreons mad sooial objeocts, whers
group identification iz not important (s.g., ratings of policeman,
Fresident, anl father) the differentiation of role snd power
attributes from affilistion wiil be grester for boys.

The dimensior of stivibute differontistion in the Judgnent of psrsonal

' figures is ooncerned with the rohﬁmh&é between different evaluations and
" beliefs within & single abtitude-condept system rather than w<h the separate-

ness of @ifferent attitudo-concept systems. It was predioted that the. ability
%o make positive ratings of role performence snd power vhich are rot dopmdont
upon strong at;rooti'u ties would imﬁuo Witk age cad intelligence for non- i
fumlly figures. Beomuse of the enduring naturs of the affootive relatimship
with the father, no digformoi by grade or by intalligence were expected. | |
Oh'h were expected to stross ifih 'po.rs.oml oi;lmt;w d&mouim moro in
jodging both fexdly ind noo-family flgures * |

. The Differentiation of Rola/Affilistion for the President inoreased

" significantly with grede and ws developed earlier smong those of higher

intelligence (p Lor both effeots losc than 001, sce Tadle 30)..1 Ths sox of-

feot was not significant. -For the Differentintion of Power/Affilintion for the
Preiident, only the IQ effect was signifioant (p less than .001, see Table 31)e

] —a

111;. diq;aropmoy ox"tho, grml mean of these soores from O results from

" the use of the total Gradé Jj through Orale 8 group in determining the moans and

variances wsed in the staniard sooring. The group upom whick the ahalysis of .
varisnoe was performed inoluded ozly children who asd respsnded to all questions
apd ochildren for whom an I{ soore was .availsble, - . y
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TABIE 30

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF DIFFERENTIATION OF ROLE FROU
AFFILIATION FOR FRESIDENT, BY GRADE, INTELIIGENCE,

AND SEX
Main Effects F Retio for
Group Moans® Main Effect af p<
Grade )4. "'103)4.
Grades 5 to 6 +06 %01‘9 2,6321.{'. 001
Grades T to 8 2.82
e ' Low IQ - 82 3 .
‘ Mediwn IQ oSl 25.92 2,632, .001
- High IQ .13
" Boys 8L
. Girh . ‘19 low 1,632’4 DeSe

Note: No signifiomt intoractions.

*A score of 0 indicates that the rols and the affiliation
itans are rated at the seame standard soore position; e negative score
‘indicates that the affiliative item is rated higher than the role
items, ol & positive score that the rcle items are rated higher than

. the affiliative item, -

ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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TABIE 31

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF DIFFERENTIATION OF POIMER
FROM AFFILIATION FOR PRESIDEWT, BY GRADE,
INTELLIGENCE, AND SEX

Main Lffects
Group ' |
Maipn Effects | ¥ Retio for n |
Meams® - | Main Effect ar P& ' {
Grade L 3T
Grades 5 to 6 o %e T2 2,6%2 NeSe
Grades T to 8 1,08
Low IQ - .31_‘. .
High IQ 1.39 ‘
Boys -8 .08 1,652 | nese
Girls ° .359 (1,63 | mes
b,
Interaction Batween Sex and IQ
{
Boys - Girls
1ow IQ 021 - 090 .
Medivm IQ 1.07 Sl

%\ score of
ftoms ere reted at

the sams standard score positian;

Q indioates that the power end the affilietion

e. nogative soore

indicates that the affilisbive item is rated higher then the power

jtems, snd 6 positive

thap, the affiliative {tome

Dt gifionnt, p < -+0le

%In high IQ group power l1s rate
In other groups vhe opposite is true.

scors that the power

3tems are roted higher

d higher by girls then by boyse
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a Although the F-rabio, assoolated with the main effect for sex vag not signifi-
oont, the interaction ‘between sex and IR was significont at the .03 level. Is
predicted, girls were less sble to make judgments distlinguishing betireon pwer
and tfﬁliation_tn the low snd medium IQ groups. In the high IQ group, howover,
the opposite was true; girls were more oapeble than boys of making ratings of
power distinot from their sffeciive feelings. '
For the policeman, both Role/Affiliation Differentiation and Power/
Affiliation Ditrerentip.t;.on' shored significemt relationships (p € .001) *o
grede snd to IQ (see Tebles 32 and 33). The difforence between boys sud girls
o V) lignifi.eant in the predicted direction at the 01 lovel for Differentiation
of Power/Affiliation, with girls obtaining lower Differentistion Scores.
In swamary, the 'hypothosea ebout the relationship of grade and IQ to
e the ability to hold beliefs ebout the positive ocompetence and power of authori-
ty figures whioh are not depexndent upon affection feelings were oonfirmed for
three out of four of the n;bscoru for President and policeman. The sex differ-
'enoo was not as cleur-out, slthough significsnt in the predictéd direction for
the policeman on Power/Affiliation Differextistion. _

Because of the olose personal relationship between parent end children,
it was predioted that differentiation of affection from rols or from power would
_not 'be a developmental dimension of the attitud e=concept system for father. Hcm-
aver, the Differentiation of Rolo/Affilio.tion for fm:her demonstrated & relation-

ship at the <01 level to grade and s significsnt interaction (p < .01) between
grade snd intelligence (Table 34)s In Grades L and 6, more intelligent children

judged that the father was ré}.ativola; high on affective qualities in comparison

to role qualitiss; in Grades 7 and 8, mwore intelligent ¢hildren judged vith mors
difrerentiatione The Differentiation of Pawer/Affilistion for father (Table 25)

s signifioantly related to grads (p < .001), showing inoressed differentiation

EKC

oo
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TABIE 32

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF DIFFEREITIATION OF ROLE FiO:f
AFFILIATION FOR POLICEMAF, BY GRADE, |
INTELLIGENCE, AID SEX 3

Main Effect F Ravio £ |
Group Yeansh . sin Eofect af r< ;
|
Grade It : -2.16 {
Grodes 5 to 6 21 165455 2,632l 001
O Grades 7T to 8 3450 ‘
|
' |
' . m. IQ D - OM]. | ‘i
| . . Mediwm IQ . ~ e22 26458 z,632l, 001 . ‘
- High IQ 1,76 - | . 1
' |
; |
Boys 84 |
Girls . .19 v . 30“ 2,6321‘ NeSe 1

Notet No significant 1nferaotiom .

&) score of O indicates thet the role md the affiliation
jtems are rated at the sace stendard soore positimm; = negative
score indicates that the effiliative item is rated higher than the
role items, and a positive soore that the role items are rated
higher than the affiliative item. :
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TABIE 33

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF DIFFERENTIATION OF POJER FROM
AFFILIATION FOR POLICEX@N, BY GRADE,
INTELLIGENCE, AWD SEX

‘ ¥ain Effeots F Ratio for
Group Woens® Main Effeot af P

Grade h "2'97 |
Grades § to 6 20 200426 2,632 001 |
O Grades T %o 8 3473 . N
Low 1§ - o81 |

Mpdium IQ 22 25 01 . - 2,6%21 .00 ‘

Boys 79 | o . ;

Girls - +16 SuTh Les 0
) E

Note: No signifiocant interactions.

®p goore of Q indicates that the power and the effiliation
jtems are rated at the same standard score position; & negative
gcors indicates that the affiliative item is rated higher thean the
pover items, end appositive score that the power items are rated
higher then the afiiliative item.

ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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AVALYSIS OF VARIAICE OF DIFYERENTIATION OF R0IE FEDH
AFFILIATION FOR FATHER, BY GRADE, INTELLIGEE&'CE,

AND SEX
= oo S e e — == o — o
" ilain Effects )
Group E
, Main Effects F Ratio for ar p<
Means® Main Effect
Grade I} “e75 . J
Grades 5 to 6 =59 6432 2,632l .01
Grades 7 to' 8 39 o
’ Low IQ .08 |
Kedium IQ . "059 ; 1081{. 236321.!. DeSe
i High IQ -01‘2
B - :
. G:ﬁ' ) -:la% 1093 . 1,632).{. NeSa
Interaction Betwesn Grade wnd IQ *°
Iow IR Hedium IQ High IQ
g _ Grede ).L 030 “1027 "1023
) Grades 5 to 6 10 - 81 "1006
Grades 7 to 8 "'016 032 ‘ 1,02

®A score of Q indicates that ths role ed the affiliation
items are rated at the same. standard score position; a negative
goore indicates that the affiliative item is rated higher then the
{ role items md & positive score that the role items are rated
higher than the affiliative item.

Psignirioant, p < Ol
. ®In Grades L to 6 more intelligent ohildren judge the father

{’ relatively high on affective qualities in compaiison to role quali-
tiese In Grades T to 8 the opposite is true.

ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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TABLIE 35

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF DIFFERENTIAIION OF POWER
FROM AFFILIATION FOR FATHER, DY GRADE,
INTELLIGENCE, AND SEX

. Main Effects F Ratio for )
Group Usans® Yain Effeot df PS
Grede h. - o'nl. . :
Grades 5 to 6 - W71 11.26 2,632 .001
Grades T to 8 72 |
Iow IQ «00
Yedium IQ - 032 ‘ 1.1l T 2,632 nese
}iigh e - oG . .
Boys "'1.00 |
Girls .51 28.'27 1,632 o001

s

Note: No significent interactionse

%) scors of O indicatos that the powsr and the affiliation
jtems are rated at the seme standard score position; a negative
soore indiostes that the affiliative item is rated higher then the 1
. power items, snd & positive sowre that the power items are rated ‘
higher than the .affiliative item. |
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with age, md to sox, with girls demonstrating more difi;ercnt;ation (also
contrary to prediction).

The power dimension and ‘i‘bs differentiation fromﬁi‘i;liation appeﬁrsl to
bé partioulerly salient in distinguishing between boys and girls; the relative
use of these dimensions differs for family and non-family figures. Girls, in
forming attitudes toward non-family figures, not 6n£l.y depend more on affective
ties and on gemeralisation (es demonstrated by the Object Differentiation
Scores) but also may compensate for feelings of wulnerability in response to
distent powerful figures by seeing them as afi,’eotively'olba‘e. The opposite is
true for bdys, whe have hi.ghar Attribute Differentiation S;sores for non=fanily
- figures and lower soores when rating their fathors.

Differentistion énd Consisten‘cy in Attitudes
Toward Political Parties
Hypothesis 3BE: In attitude areas where identification with a group

is importent (e.g., politioal party) the elements of attitude-concept
systems will be more consistent fpr clikldren of higher grade levels.

Hypothesis Lij: In attitude areas where idemtification with a group
'is Important (e.g., political party) the elements of attitude~ooncept
systems’ will be more oonsistent for ohildren with higher IQ!s. |

Hypothesis 5B: In attitule areas where identifiocation with a group

is important (e.g., political party) the elements of attitude~ooncept
systems will be mwre oonsistent for girls.

12 the attitude-ooncept systems surrounding politi&ul parties the low
level of rohtion:_hip between strucsturai dimensions such az oonaiateno&, differ-
entiation, and stebility wms documented in an earlier section. It is olear that
the dovelo'pnmb of pu'binnt-hip for most ochildren is not a unit'ary phenonenon
por does it result by the end of the elementary grades in the type c;f partisan

attitudes charaoteristioc of sdults. The extensivensss of attitudés toward po-
litical perties was demonstrated to inorease with age and to be one of the mnost
crucial structural dimensions along whioh attitude development ocours (see

-
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Tahles 12 apd ). Tho ghebility oi attitudes gpont the paf‘bi.cs‘ stands ox
jgsues did not increase significantly ¥ith grade or with IQ altiough the ste-
bility of a ohild's owm reported affiliation aid increase with zrade (see
Tebles 21 and 22). With increasing grade, two types of doveloémen*‘c do occur
within the partisan’ attitude~concept system: more attitudes are expressed
about political partics, and the child states partisan affiliation vhiok is
stable over time.

A third develomsental trend in these data is the increase with grade
in one particular kind of consistency-~between dne's stated party affiliation
end one's response to the elsction of the candidete favored by or supported by
his political porty (Table %6). _Tbis mesn oonsistency score increased with
grade (F ratio significant, p £ .001) and with IQ (p < .001). There were no
gex differences in this consistency. Stable affiliatiou, stable reports of
election reaoti(;us , and election reactions whioch are ct.)nsi.sten'b wiith partisan
affiliation sievelop du.ring elomentafy school. In other woxls, the attitude-
‘ooncept system suz"rounding political parties has those parbicular deve.lopmental
struoctural aspeots. |

The rqmainder of informt?zon ooncerning children's partisen. affili~-
ation mus®; be eva]nat_ed in ,.ight of a gtriking and somewhat unoxpected finding

with regand to the content of political perty attitudes {discussed more fully

sn Hess and Torney, 1965)e Older elememtery school children have a particular-

ly great tendenoy to report themselves independent of political par-Gy-=-

¥sometimos & Demecret and sometimes a Reppblican."' There is a corresponding
jnorease vith grede in the bdeliel that edults should vote for the best man,
"though this may not be the man their party cupports, end in the bolief that

childven should not adopt thelr parents' partisan orientations (Hess and

Torney, 19595)e
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TABIE 36

ANALYSIS OF VARIALICE OF CONSISTEICY OF PARTY
AFFILIATION AND RESPONSE TO BELECTICN, BY
GRADE, INIELLIGENCE, AND SuX

e —  — ——— — e ——— —— == ]
. Main Effeocts ¥ Ratio for A _
Group Moans® Main Effect da P

Gredes 5 to Ut 2¢ %1, k

Grades 5 to 6 255 108.J;0 2,6000 .001 |

Gredes 7 to 8 2470 _

(\:

Low IQ -5 Iy _ . _

Yedivm IQ 25, 3777 2,6000 LcO1

High IQ 2.6 : ,

Boys 253 - o

Girls 2.53 . 5950 1’6000 n.o‘ l

Noter No slgnificant interaotions.

aThg: higher the score, the grester the cmsistency. |
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-‘L .mw tendenoy to ihimiu party difforerces may be noted 1n ré-
cpmo to questions asking atowt the ntanﬂs vhioh the pouti.cal parties do take
o asues, Table 37 preseits utat w inbended as a2 index of the sblity bo
mmm m tho 'hm pontioll pu'tiu. Omru',y to the pndintim .

ct w d!.mmthtin wiih ado, shers m, ia M, an mrouo v!.ﬂt
(nlpiﬂ.mt at the .001 hnl) and-with intelligence (sho p < then
.ml) nmuwmwm« do the mthtn;l e lack of differ-
.nﬁntim. This neYy be dus in pwt %o the selection of issues o whioh party
di.tromooa wers assessed, ﬁlo ujorit; bo!.n,g such traditionally non-pt.rtu.un

_umuuquuthpmm ltc‘bn out: of ware In say oase, the results

suggest that the phencuenca of Mtamhp,'iu not e sinple ce. Development

" in the attitude-oousept system progressss aleng the strusturel dimension from

5o knowledge about parties 40 the soquisition of affilistion simultansousiy

‘with progress along a comtent dimonsion from partissnship to independense.

ﬁu insrease by ‘grede in politiosl mlop-namoe md in the poroopbim

that both parties mcqluh the same objca'kivu slso eonpucd:u the expected
oonsistent rchtimahip between partisan sffilistion and poroopticn that m'a-
. own party propun nore m'brmin policiese Teble 38 preseuts the snalysis
ol varisnoe of Conslstency bamen Partier! Stands uﬂ Affilintion. There was
no si;nlﬁ.cm change by ;rm'tntm cauiv}gz m ¥ ratdo uaooh.tod
‘with the IQ effsot was signifioant d: the 0% lml, withb high 1Q group
demonstrating grutorr____l_t_gm m gox S\fferense was mot signifioant,

_This siructiral dlasusion of eond.dmy does xot develop with grade although |
the ability %o reduce ineonsistancy is Imoressel somswhat by high umu;em.

M type of oo-uhnq msh elso 'be svilurted realiring that M om
Mﬂmn,r pu'buon lu..u ohndru, do not see +he type of issue diiferences
betwoen the parties that adult pmn!.n. ror sxamyly, less than 13 .por cqut of
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PABIE 57

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF PARTY NCI-DIFFERENTIATION,
BY GRADE, IN‘I‘ELI.IGDI\ACE, AND SEX

e~

}ain Effects
Group !
Main Effeots ¥ Ratio for | .
Mesns® Yein Bffect ot P<
Grade I} ‘ Be 1.5
Grades 5 to 6 348 12480 2,5251 001
Grades 7 to 8 . 3492 '
— |
Iow IQ %e95 .
Fodium I% 3.81 29,012 2,5251 001
High 19 . L.07
Boys T 3466 ' ‘ -'
i 3% 25.12 1,5251 | 001

Tnteraciion Between Grade and IQ?)’O

Low IQ | Medium IQ | High IQ
Grade Lt : 2.79. 3,56 1.0l
Grades 5 to 6 Felil 3.86 . Lie25
Grades 7 to 8 ] 3083 L].oOl 3092

%Mean mumber of responses, 'Both partles ebout equal+”
Dssenifiom®t, » < +00L, |

Oat Grades T to 8 the largest number of "Both equal” responses
is given by middle IQ groupe.




TABIE 38

AVALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF CGISISTENCY OF PARTY
AFFILIATION AND PARTY STAFDS, BY GRADE,
IIITELLIGENCE, ARD SEX

Main Effects I' Ratio for

Group Means™ _ Tain Bffec’ . df P <
Grede h- 20’.!3
Gredes 5 to 6 201}8 2.62 2,5?.51 T.eSe
Grales 7 to 8 2.9 ‘
Im{ IQ 2‘h§
Yediwm IQ . 2447 6.5l 2,5251 .01

=~ Boys 2olily ‘ ' :

Girls 2.’49 ‘ 50}43 1,5251 NeSe

Note: Yo significant intefactions. |

®The higher the soore, the grester the consistency.
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obildren in all grades snswered both that the Demoorsts do more for working

peopie and the Ropnbl:bm 6o nere for rish pecyple.
In & third area, the consistensy of norms of adult partissnuship

(muam should always vobe for the camdidats proposed by his party
or whether he should vobe for Ahe “best man”) with the thild’s peroeption of -

thﬁxnk‘mnprthnwuhﬁoﬁddmdohwm he par-
oentage of tho: who were soorsd Gouhtmt @l those soored Innonsistent by
" this eriterion (see Chapter II} asd not change with age. This developmental

' tnﬂmmwuﬂzmnh otﬂrimobnnnmlyauohm

distinotion was mede; it was svainated bty & best for trend in perosutages:
using Chi-square and m not'aimﬁgnt. Ow gex difforence in songi shenoy
s oot signitient (wlso tested by Chi-squers)s |
Beosuse he question ingriring about norme wﬁulpu'uunou-
mitment was statod ix terms of adult voting behavicr while the questicn in-
qntrinc M ths ohtu'l own affilistion uhd shout orientation towerd party
in mre ganeral tox-n. 1% was déotded to exaxine. & typolo __g ot rohtionshipc
between norms «d amn:mn {Tabls 39). The paroeutago ot childfen who eu-
dorsed the norm that adulits should vote for the "best man” (rather than always |
votitg for their plrty'c oandhh‘h) s Inoh hr;or then the percentege who
eaid they would be "oouﬁ.:m Democrat and sonstizes Republiosn” if they oom
" votes It appears that the norm:Miat adults ahgmm vote *Independertly® is ac-
quied Defore ome ssoribes to an "independert™ status in one's own projected
vole. Folding this morm am adult bebavior in Julging oandidates @ thelr -
merit while stidl feeling oommitted to & party may noi relly be m°mht¢t3°
4 date xmnuy suppors this contextiocn. The perosmtage of those who
corsed the nomm theb cdultu ahmnm intp.ruunmrmdwhonhocm
. that they é-mlm were pu-taun doonmd dnrln; the aw.ry grades.
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TABIE 39

DEVELOPLENT OF NORLS OF ADULT PARTZSAN INDSPEIDENCE
AND ONE'S OJH PiRTY AFFILIATION

|
Norm Hoim Norm ‘
i Norm |Tndopendent-~| Indepondonte-| Fartisan-- ‘
Group N | Partisan--Self Self Solf i Self |
Partisan Portisen |Indepondent |Irnicpondeat |

(%) (%) (%) %)

Grades 3 to L {1729 |  L0.54 - 38,17 .49 6.59
Grades 5 to 6 | 2846 29.141 4055 23489 6.12 1
Grades 7 to 8 {271 21.08 L3.26 - 30.99 1168 |

The percentage of those who held the norm that adults over the long run should
be independent but who themselvgs folt comitment to a party (et icest for one
vote) remained quite consistent over the elementary grades. , Those who held the
norn of adult independence aad' also reported thelr own affiliation as inde=
pendent inoreased markedly. Apparently the norm about adult behavior is ao-
quired. before the ohilx:l brings his own affiliation into line, and the stage
where the norm of independence has been acquired but a parbisan affiliation is
atill held may be an intermediabe stage; it is. not necessarily inconsistent.
Actually the only type of responsé for these items whioh would be inconsistent
vould be to believe that adults should be parbtisan all of the time and to think
f of oneself as independent. less than T per ocent of the group at all grade levels
Tell into this oategory. Apparently children adopt one norm about long-run
voting behavior for afiulta but niay express anothsr sentimen: in their owmn
projected affilistion. As they grow older the.;t.r ovm. afi‘il'i:ation becomes con-

gruent with this norm; some of this progression deoes appear to ocour during the

olemontary school years.
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In charbing the oontemt md sgtructire of the development of politioal
pu'tumhip. the first cta;o to ‘bo observed is the lack of extensive attitules
or beliefs aboub partiss. In the uqond.phuo the child‘’s own partisen identi-
fioation develops, along with some pu'binn resctions to election outcomes whioh
LZavor his omt pu'ty There is some ltr\lahu'd development in the sense th;t
thuo affilistions and routi.m beoame 'both more stable and more consistent
with: each other. . There is no oconourrent inorease in the recognition of issue

"conflict between parties or in the belief that one's om party proposss better
. solutions for nstioral problems. At lemst in the population tested there is at

this stage a gradusl inorease in the belief that adults should be independent
of partisan commitment. Arownd this norm of behavior & non-partisan orisn-
tation bo@ to dewslop. |

The finding: comerning structural development ia ths partisanship
.‘_eﬁmo-mmpe system enrich the unlerstanding of partisanship derived from

‘a study cf conten' alone. These results point to the importsnce of determdning

the extansivenesss »f eshildren's knowledge sud attitudes, because political

_parties are quite unknowm ob:)o.otl to many young children. IThe inorsase by

ooade in the stability of a child's affilistion and in his responses o the
oloction;valoaf, with the inoresse in omia%anoy betwien theso two olanmb-_ ’
point to the two most relevant aspects of partisanship for young childreneel
an a Democra® (or & Republican) and I. aa glad (or sorry) that this oundida'ée
won the oloc%io‘n. Consistency of Ltfimti.m. with Image of Terties® Stands,
as well as Hability of 'Mo of Partiss' Stands, showed no inorease during

the elsamutiry grades. In fast, with incressing grade ohildren showed lesz
abnity to dltfoi'mbht; between the partiss on the basis of their stande on
hmn. Peroeptions of pertisan oonflict over issues is not a partioularly

salient aspoot of ohildren’s politioal a.meuc\a.
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roiatioﬁs’xip between political involvement and the given stiuct
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ine Rolationship Bolweon Solected Structusal
Uimensions and Politivol involvemon:

Question 6: How does attitude structure differ for children with varying

amounts of political interest and involvemont?

Hypothesis 6A: Attitudo~concopt systems will be more oxtonnive for
ohildren vho have high political involvemens.

Hypothiesis €B: attitude-concept eystoms will be more steble for
children who have high political involvement.

Hypothosis 6C: The selcments of ihe politidal party attituleconcopt

system will be more consistent for ohildren who have high political
involvement.

Since bota the structvral dimensions and the index of political ine-

volvenent (intersst, sctivities, and discus sion) were associated wita grade
and with intelligence, their relationship with each other couid not be tested
&3 o simple miin effect in an enalysis of variamce. It was deeided to goan

the relationstip of attitude structure to political involvement by computing

partial correlations between the Politigal Involvement Score end the structural

variables {within grade and partialing out IQ). In those cases whore these

partial cormelations were olearly not significent at any grade level, no
further anslysis was e:i:tempt.ed., Where the corrslations were crusister . and

highly sigiificant this information has been preseited s evidence of the

urel dimensione.

Ia casew whore the relo.ttonship wes equivocal--reaching significance st one
grade level but not at enother--a varistion of the Shree-way analysis of vari-

anoe wes conducteds The available program (Manova) ellows en ordering of vari-

ables to eliminate .the effeots of two variables and datermines the effect .of a

third. For this snalysis the effects of grade and intellizence wers elininated

to asssss thp effact of political im'olvement.

- B -— e
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The most striking rohti.onl'hip revealed by thsse oorrelatioas was
between political involvement mud extensiveness. All of the D't Know Scores

were correlated significantly with the Political Involvement Score (p < .001)
at all grade lmh (with Q piu'ti'&lod out)s These pmrtisl correlnticns are
presexted in '.hblo ho. An imrouo in the extensivemsss of attitudo-oonoopt
systexs is assoolated with moruun in politiocal interest, ptruoipution in

© political activities, md in political disoussion.

TABIE 10

CORRRIATIONS BY GRIDE BETWEEN FOLITICAL INVOLVEMENT AND
RXTENSIVENRSS WITE IQ PARTIALED OUT

Qi'tdu 3ol | Grades 5 o0 6 Grades 7 to 8

Corralation - = -
' ¥l rip} ¥ r | p< N r | p<

Inage of Pu'ﬂ.u'

Stands DK 1231 | =23 | <001 | 3072 =e25 | 001 | 3009 | =19 «001
Genersl Party DX | 1231 |~.27 {.001 | 3072} -.28 | .001 3009 | =«21 { 001
Efficacy DX 1221 | =22 § 001 3072 ~e25 1 .001 | 3009 | =+17.] «00L
Influencse DK 1231 "'017 «001 | :IVgs.. =19 «00) 30@ -e42 | 4001
Conoept of

Demooresy DX | 1231 | =21 | .001 | 3072 | =.28 | .001 | 3009 | -.18 |.001
!otll DI 1231 "050 .001 3072 aoﬁ .001 m "027 OOQ]. .

Hote: The oomhtima in this tablo are negative because higher
mmbers of DX goores correspond to leszs extensive attitudes.

Partial correlations between Politioal Involvement and Stebility Scores
in the followding politioai ‘o.tti'&udo ‘Aru‘l-wktticaoy, Inage of Parties® Stands,
Concept of Democradsy, Inﬂmc o Gom—mro aot nigniﬁcant at any grade
level and were not analysed mrtbor. Partial oorreletions betweon Folitical

Involvemont wnd the Polloeman A'nd Pngs.dcnt Instebility Scores were signifiocsxt

&t some grade levels and qipmdaod d.pniticmo' et others. These warle:los
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(slong with Pether Instability for compsrisén) were inoluded in an smalysis of

varianoe ¢mtmg ofteots of grade and intelligence. F-ratios sssociated
with the Political Involv-uz:,_'t_ eoffact were s_ipi;t‘icgnt at the .01 level for
Polioeun Instebility and President Instability, with those who were mors
politically aopmmo;toa dexcrnstrating less mtnty. The uut;mmb
‘With Politioal Involvement was nob s%;nif.ioint for the Father Instebility
Scors (Table 41). Children who have high. politioal interest, partioipete in
" politioal disoussion, and are poiitaod.ly active do differ along structural

| dimensims=-in thia oage laving more atoble attitude-comoept systers tor non=
fanily pontionl figures. _

‘Pirtial correlations between Political Maturity and the Ditferentiation
and Oonsistency of Political Partisanship were also equivoosl, lesding to an
analysis of variance shoss results are presented in Table 2. Political In-
volvewsut was relsted to Party-Nonedifferentistion at the .00l lsvel, in the
direction opposite to the relaticuship of grade and intellizemos to this varime
ble. Children with high politioal intorest and partioipation sew nore differ-
ences between the politiocal pertiss than ochildren with la;;s involverente. Al
though older and brighter children hed responded that thare were LTewer differ-
ences between the parties (see Table 37), children of high political involvement
(usually themsélves clder and brighter) poroeivod more partisan differentistion.
This finding indicstes the partioulsr relevance of politiosl interest and ao-
+'~ity for the developmemt of sttitwles towsrd politioal parties. It suggests
that ohildran with high iﬁun‘b form & apeoial groupr and do not simply adsord
from the school ourrioulum ke belief that iae parties ars the same, Rather

'thh_ group baccmes truly pcutionodgnpcraeiﬂn; confliots and differences
'!.zotncn the politisal partise vhiock are usualily seen oniy by sdults.

rd
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TABIE ].',l

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF TiRSE INSTABILITY SCORES BY
POLITICAL INVOLVRIEHT (ELIMINATING EFFECTS OF
INTELLIGENCE AiD GRADE)

WMMM

Political | p patio for
}n’ff‘?l‘fement Political df p<
ihin Effect | g oo e )
IaIeansa

Presiden® Instsbili'by

|
Low Political Imvolvament .|  L.32 | “
Modiuwm Political Involvemont 5¢69 516 " 2,535 <01 1
High Political Involvement | 3.2 J
v Policeman Instability }
Iow Political Involvement l1e91 ‘ '
Madium Political Involvement 14420 5¢92 2,535 | .01
High Political Involvemsnt | ' L.19 a : |

Father Instability

Low Political Involvement 5428 -

: {
bédium Political Involvement 2.83 1e6% 1 1,535 | nese |
High Political Involvement 297

Note: No sisnificent intersctions,

*Sum of absolute values of differences between response on Test 1
and Test 2 for six questions.

©

.EC
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TABIE L2

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF PARTISAN DIFFERENTIATION AND
CONSISTENCY BY POLITICAL INVOLVEIENT (ELIMINATING
EFFECTS OF INIELLIGENCE AND GRADE)

-

Political

Involveaont

i
] F Ratio fox
|

High Politiocal Involvement

I‘-‘ain Ef.:gect Pgliticalh df p <
Hoons™ ! Involvemend
Party Non-differentiation
| B
Tow Political Involvement 3.97 }
Yaiiwm Toliticel Imovolvememt 1401 | 5.98 Z,u=i3 WJ00L
High Political Involvemert 3o Tl !
Consistency Inage of Parties! Stends and Affiliation
Low Political Irvolvement 24d:5
Medium Political Involvement 2.8 643l 2,668 | .01
High Political Involvemenl - 2451
Consisteioy Election and Affilistion
Tow Political Involvement . 255
Meaiwn Political Involvememt |  2.65 15461 2,1668 | 001
2068- ’

Note: No significmnt interactions with Political Involvement.
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Children with high political intersst svd parbisipaiion also ex-
prcuaé roactions '!;o elsctions which wers more comsistent with their partisan-

ship (p <a001)c. & ohid1A of ay gmls e ie inberested in political metters

" 18 more 1ikely %o dovelep e Mim affiliebicn whioh 43 ego relcvast and is

wore liksly to becoms: luwolved in elsction oampaigns %a the direotion eone
" shotent with his affiifetion,

1!:9 relationchip batween C'muist.anoy of Affiliation end Image of
Farties! Stands and Political Tavolvement, elso documented by Tebla L2, s
even nore striking b«mm; of the lrok of relationship nobed previouély bo-
Ywsen grale and this score. l.pparmtly omsistemoy in parcuiﬂng thet one's
own party sroposes Lutier p@lio&oa is mt zomething which dovelops in Ghildren
during elamientary mikool bub ra.thar uomotha:xg whioch damards & partioalar kﬁm

- of ohﬂ.d-«m vho s laterestsd and involvad in political m%ora.

Ta smry, the more @::tmixo attltudeeponcapt syatems, inoreased
atebility of o.ttil'nﬁea toward politios] figures, and crisntations to political
parties which differentiste between their policios and are consiatert aro_ a1
part « the grorth of politicel mol'rmmt during el@mbm goitool.
Struotaral dimmsions in the politionl party stiitude-oomospt systems in pare
tioular are rqlated to this political involvement, even whu: there is mot
velaticishiy hetweon the structural dimensions and grade or intelligemce (or
when t:is z'ihtioni‘mp is in the opposite direction). This suggosts that

‘shildion or high politioal uturity form o amll group with special charmoter

istios . Their political pasty atbi‘hzdu, whish are like those of adnlta._bau

- not suply developed with progrc'uioz; through the grades bt;t have been seroigly
intiumosd by their high level of goneral political intarest snd partioipation.
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CHAFTER IV .
" SUMMARY
smma (nonnoontm) dinmeims of ohildrents political attitudes

" and their dwclmt were i.unatigo.hd ud.:a; n« mthodn derived from self-
. Teport da‘h. wm with 'Blu Hmited nodoh md nethols available for .‘

ztndying ohildm's atﬂtndn lad to tho eha&oo of tm resesrch prohlan. Evea
studies of adults lnu not du‘lt with 0.11 of the rmitj.outim of attiwdo
orgmiubim md ohngo: the roh‘bimnb.tp be‘bnu utt:ltmo components as woll

a8 other oharaotuiatioc of atﬁ'hzd- um-olﬁod to oon‘bent have been i;norod

tor the. most pt:?t. Pord-tm:b problems with ulf-ropwt data in studies of .
adult attitules have aleo beem maguified in studies of children. An inmvesti- -
gation of the political attitudes o2 elemsntary sohool ohildrm is partioular-

ly o.pproprhto for assossing dmlomt in the sbme‘bml azpects of at‘bihnoa.
‘ rclatod. to oogniﬁ.vo growth and to the uomhﬁm of oxparienoo.

The oonntruct *attitude-consept mtm" vas introduced to dosigmta

" ‘evaluations. of an o.ttitulc objeot zmd bellefs ucooiatod with -this eveluation,
.Hm strustural: Mm were obnun fox stndys extensivensss or tho mnbcr

of sttitudes o ohnd oan u:pnu, the cons t_g_gz between mlmtiom of an
o.tti‘hado objoot and 'boliors abont that object, abtributo differentiation or
'bho m.pndmo ot :)udpmt. ot ponoml artoetion from Judmnta of mlo

performance md panr, o'b;oot d:lttom 1z10n or the a.'bin'by %o d.irformﬂato
between pontioal and tn.tl; nthority figures on affeotive quantiu, and the

°tabili_1_:2 oL aﬁ:iwdo rnponau. hese ds.mticna were ulootod beoause 'choy
17 |
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had beon ircluled in studies of mon-contens dimensions of abttitudes in udults .
end adolescents (French, 1947; Snith, Bruner, and Vite, 1956; Rey, 1941;
Wilson, 196%) aad becauge they could be related to recens formulations of
cognitive structure (Scott, 1962) and of comitive development (Kohlborg,
1961; Kohlberg, 1965)s Each. individuel was givea & derived variable score on

‘these strustuml dimensions to indicate the relationships between his responses
rather than the content of his responses.

The analysis was designed to answor five general questions important
for research in children's attitudes. First, vhet are the churscieristics of
those structwral d:manaions? Are they genoralized aoross different attitude
areas? To what’ degree is an attitude-ooncep‘b system structured along all
structural dimensions in a unitary fashlon? What kinds of axperience mth an
a’ctituda object Jnorease the structurs of an attitude~concept system? Second,
does development along struotwral dimensions ocour during the elementary school

years? Third, how does atti.tude structure differ betwsen groups of c.zildren
| categorized by intelligence, by sex, and by politiocal interest? Fourth, what
information oan be gained about the develoment of a particula.r’ content area

of political attitude from a study of non-content dimensions? Fifth, how can
tho measurement of children's attiudes be improved by ‘the us'e of derived
maasures of struoctural dimensions? |

The following specific que;’,tions and relebed hypotheses were con-
cidored:

Question 1: How general are structural dimensions across different abti-
tude arcass

Quertion lAs Vhat iz the relationship between the sams structural
dimension in different attitude~concept sys*bems?

Question 1B: Vhat is the relationship betvmeen differea‘c structural
dizensions within an attitude consapt system?
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Question 21 Does the procsas of forumlating snswers Lo questions cou~
sdrping an attitude objsot increase the siructure of the correspending
sttitnde~oonowt system? Is Ghis an aspest of the presosz by which etti~
tudes beocme mers strustured? : ,

Hypothesis 2¢ Rxporience gednsd from responding to an attitnde
instrument will inorssse the strustire of sititudes expressed o &
seoond sdministrebion of the ssms lvebrument,

Question 3 That i the relstionship of strustural dimenslons o cchool
grads? Does develogment coour in attitude struoture durlng the elementery

- sghool years?

Hypothesis A1 Attitwlecconoepy systems will be moro oxtensive for
ohildrsn of higher grade levals, : ' ’

Hypothesis 3B: Attitude~consept systems will be more stable for |
_ohildren of higher grade levels. , C

sis 3C: The objeots arownd whieh atiitude-consept systems are
g:imud will be more erentiated for children of higher grads
avels. -

Bypothesis 3D: In judgments of and socizl objeots, where group
jdeatifioation is not important {e.g., ratings of policemen and Presi-
dent), the differentiation of role azi power atiridubes will be greater
for ochildren of Righsr grade levels. In judgments of the futher, whers
the affective reiationship remisg primary, atiribube dif ferentiation
will not be greater for ochildren of higher grede ievals. .

Hypothesis 3% In abbitule areas whevs ldentifioation with & group 13
important (eege, politicsl party} the elaments of abtitule-conoept
systems will be more consistent for ehildven of higher grade laveis.

Question ls EHow does atidtude struoture differ for chiliren of high and
‘iow intelligence (with grade held scastant)? o

o " Hypothesis Lkt Attitude-comospt zystens will be mare oxtensivo for
children with higher IQ's. —

Hypothesis lB1 Attitule-domoept aystens will be move stable for
ohildren with highe 1Q%s.

Bspothosii liGs The ob »otg aromnd which attitude-sonospt systena are
oriented wili be more evontiated for children with higher IQte.

o

. Hypethesis LP: In juigrents of persons <nd soodel cbjeots where group
identifioation ie not importent (e.g., retings of policemsn end Progi~
. ‘dant), the diffsrentistion of Yols sad powor attributes from affilistion
- } o "will bs greater for ohilaven with higher X§'s,  In judgments of the
: father attribute differentistion will not wvary with IQ.

Bypotiesis LBs In sttitude srens where idemtificetion with & group ia
importmt (e.ge, politioal party) the elerents of atiitude-conospt
systems will be more consistent for childron with higher IQts.
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OQuestion 53 Hox doecs e.ttituda gtruoture di e Lo» boys amd zirls?

Kypothéeie Ga: 3Boys will heve more axbtereive ettitude-concept aysteume

Hypothesis 5Bs Qirls will have mora stable ettitude~concept systems
than boys. . R

Hypothesis 5C: %Ihe objects arourd which sttitude~ccncept systems are
oriented wlll bs more erontieted Zor boys. .

Hypothosis SD: In Jjudgmente of porscas and escoisl objects, where group
identification is not Smporbtant {e.g., rabings of policemen, Prosidsnt,
and fsther) the differcutiation of role aud power attribules from

sffiliation will be graaber for bLoys.

Hypotheals 5B: In atbitude arcas whare ideabification with @ growp is
importent (e.g., political pariy) the elementa of attitude-concept
systans will be more somsistaut for girls.

Question 63 How does attitude atructure diffsr for childirem with varying
amounts of pelitical interest snd involvement?

Hypothesis 64t Abttitude-ooncept systems will be mere extensive for
children who have high peliticel lnvolvemsnt.

Hypothesis 6B: Attituds-concept sysbems will be mors gtable fur
children who have high politiosl invoclvemant.

Hypothesis 6C: The elememts of the polidioal party attitude-concspt
system will bs more oonsistent for ohildran who have high politicel
involvement.

Prior to this research, howr-long questionnaires conoceraing politiocal
atiitudes had been obiained from approximately twelve thousend ohildren, Grades
2 through 8. ZTheae daia had beea oolleotad for & study of 9511%1::&1 soclali-
sation in the elemsutary school {Cooperative Office of Education Grent ¥o. 1078)
in eight United Statas oities. A subgroup of 1,156 childrem hed repested the
questionnaire fmf te fourtem deys after the first adminigtration.

Bsoause the data for this resemrch had been oollocted in olsssroom
groups, thers were saivantagas £o tha use of school grale rather then sge as
the xajor developmental indicator. Approximately equal numbers of ohildren

EKC
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had been tested at each grade level, and the quostionnaire hoed beoen udminis-
Tered in three forms so that the information avalleble for any child was de-

termined by his grade lovel. o

Intelligence test soores had beén coded from the school .files and.con--
vorted into a oommon stanine scale for 8 per nent of the tested group. Indices
of political interest, participation in politivel discussion, and political
aotivities were nhosen from the questionnaire %o form the mwsure of political
involvemont,

Politiocal Parties, Democracy end Prooesses of Ini‘luence, and Political
and Famly Authority Figures were chosen as the att*tuao-concepu content areas
in which structural development vould bo assessed. Boih theorebical consider-
abions and the availability of quostions of & similar format wero tho "Dop't
Kuow" option had been ineluded w'ere importont in tho deci%on to conocentrate on.
these topics.

Produot-moment correlations wers used to evaluate the relabionship be-

tween structurel dimensions. Three-wey analysis of verienoe was used to test

-, varilations of the structural dimensions by grade, IQ, and sex, and varietions

by politicel involvement sliminabing the effocks of grade and IQ.

Soores on the five dimensions were obteined ss follows:

1. Extensivensss.--The mumber of attitudes a child was able to express

was designated a measure of the extensivensss of his ettitude~concept systemse

The number of “Dou’t Know" responses to a speocified set of items was used as a
measure of this dimension (smaller mumbsr of DK's corrasponding 4o more ex-
tenzive attitudes)s DK subscores in five different content areas t ‘ore calouw

latﬁo

Qe Consistsnox.--Consistenci was assessed by responsos in a content

area which implied the san - direction of concern, partioularly consistency
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between evalup;’cions and bsliefs ebout the same attitude objc-:ct. This v-as an :
eapeo.{ally important structural dimension for understending political partisan-..
ship, where ogo-involyanent and group 1demtii.'ication are orucial. For example,
'» child wio oleined a Democratic partisan affiliatiom was scored cons'é;s‘cent i
his imnge of the Demooratic. party's gtands on issues was more favorable than his
image of the Republioms; atancis; a Democratic child was consistent if his re-

8pci3o to the slection of & Democretic cendidate in 1960 was positive.

3+ MAbiribute differentintion.--This dimension was defined generally

as tolerance for some .inoomiatenoy' between evaluctions end beliefs when dealing
with topios whioh ars less ego-involving than political party identification.
Speoifically, Attribute differentiation referred to the ability to perceive the

positive role or power qualities of politiocal authority ﬁgures without personal
attachment to these figures. The higher the differentiation ox role and afeilin
ation 1n rating the President, for example, the mox:o positive the rating of the
role par.t‘.omanoo. of the Pro,sidm't. relatlve to the rating of personal fesling |
for him. | |

Le Object differentistion.--This dimension refers generslly to the
gbility to make distinotions be;v'men family end non-family suthority figures,
' reversing the pr.ooeés of gensralization which is assumed 4o be of importance
in the formation of abtitules towsrd distant figures. The ability to differ-
entiate the partiocular role of the father as a ao'uroo of affiliative gratifi-
ontlon wos sss08zed by the signed differox_me hetween the rating given to father
and the rating given %o the Prosident on the scales ™would always went o help
me" and "is my favorite.' The ahiiity to differentiats between the policies of
the polii;ical parti s was sssessed by the cholee of the alternative "both

\ (partizs) ebout the ssme™ in response to the questions designated as .Image of
| ' Partiss' St!hdl.

' ERIC
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D+  Stebility.--The stability of attitudinal response across a test-
retest interval vas an importan‘b‘ index of the degree of attitude crystelli-.
2ation. It was assessed by oounting the number oi; items to which en individual
Lad given ~l:h.e seme resporse on the two administretions or by summing '!':he'absp-
lute values of +the difference betwsen the scaled responses on fest 1 and that

~u. Test 2.

Results

.T_he results are summarized in Toble 43.

Relationsghips Be’cv:eer; Dimensions
Relatimships between different dimensions within g single attitude~
conoept asystem end beotween the same dimension in different abtitude-concept °
systems were investigeted to det;rmine the generality of these dimensions for
purposes of measurement and to 1ndipate whebher structwe is a unitary charaoc-

seristio of an attitude-oocncept system.

1. The extensiveness of attitudes (measured by sbsence of "Den't Xnow" .
responses) wes highly correlated scrsss the thres attitude~oconcept systéms R
indicating the generality of this dimension.

2+ The stability of attitudinal responses in different aontent areas
was correlated over individuals at a significant but not high level, indiceting
that stability is more specifio to content area.

3« There was & curvilinear relds:ionship between attitude extensiveness

and stability. "Don't Enow" responses demonstrated greater stsbility on retest

than content responsss, indicating the importence of distinguishing the typo of

L. The conglistenoy of pertisan attitudes was associsted with the sta-

!
1
response whon evaluating tho stability of response. |
bility of partican ettitudes at a aignlficmit but not high level, indicating
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Juestion 1 - Question 2
Relatdon to Same Relstion o
Dimsnsion in Different | Different Increase with
Content Area or for Dimension in Test Taking
Different Figures Sames Coxntent Experience
‘or.Dinensions Aroa
- : '
—-Emfiu
ty | .
Fathor Corrslated to other _
figures ik
Policomen Corrolations highest :
betxssn thegs twe ok e
figures
)
President Wbk
A1l non-family Wik e e
ObJeot
Differantiation (bo-
tweon Father and
President) :
Favorite Correlsted with each *k e Second test
oSher higher
Help se¥ Second test
higher
Attribute differ~
entiation
Father Correlated with othar s Second test
figures higher

f—

(power only)
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TABIE 1;5-~Con‘bj.nued

A

Qzeaﬁon 3

. Question J

Question 5

Quention &

Development, Indexed
by Grede

Dewslorment, indexod
by Intelligence

Sex Difterences

Reletion to
Politiscal
Involvomant:

High grade, hzgher
stability

High 1@, hirher sta-
bility

No difference

No relationship

High grade, higher
stability

High IQ, higher sta-
bility

Ko differsnos

High politiocal
involvement,

higher stebility

High grads, higher
stability

High IQ, higher sta-
bllity

No differsnca -

Righ politicel
involvement,
higher stability

High grads, higher
stability

High 1Q, h.{gher sta-
bility

Ho difference

Jo relationship

High gredo, grsater

High IQ, greator

Boys. greater Aok
differentiation differsntiation differentiation
High grade, greater High IQ, g}eater No difference ®oxk
differentiation differentiation
High grode, higher | No difference Girls higher ok

difforentiation

differentiation

(power only)




TABIE lj5==Continued

Question 1

Quegsion 2

Reiation to Same Relatiom %o
‘ Dimengion in Different | Different Inorease with
Comtent Area or for Dimension in Test Taking
Difrfexent Figures Sams Conteant Experience
or Dimensions Ares '
Policeman Correlaticn highest , Sacond test
between these two Bk higher .
igures : (power only)
President Nk Second test
- higher
Politioal Parties :
Extensiveness DR perties' stand end , o No difference
. | DK gbneoal party very | Curvilinesx’ '
‘highly ocorrelatsd relationsghip
between DX
and gta- -
bility
Stability ' -
_ Partiea! 'stands ' wn
. Signiticant dub low :
eorraiations
Own affiliation ‘ Gorreleted to .
. both consist.
Differsntiatim Non-differ.
o responss more e
stable
Congistenoy
Eleotion ik Correlated Second test
- gignifiosnt- | higher
ly with each
other
Image of Parties' " dokk

Stands

Ko difference
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Gusstion 3

Question Uy

Question 5

Question 6

Developmont, Indexed

Development , Indexed

Relation to

? Sex Differsnoss Political
by Greds by Intelligenoce Tovolvament
High grade, higher- | High IQ, higher Boys higher Hdko
differentiation differantiation differentiation
‘ (powor only)
High grade, higher High iIQ, higher.

differentietion
(role only)

dii‘reronf;iation

No differenas

. ok

High grade, higher
extensivenoss

High IQ, higher
oxtensivenoss

Boys higher
extengiveness

High political
involvenment,
higher
oextensivenesy

No differvace

No diff'erence

No difference

No relationship

Hizh grade, higher
stability

Ko difference

No difference

. --hagy

| No relationship

High grads, lower
differentiation

Bigh IQ, lower
differentiation

Girls lower
differentiation

High political
involvemenvy,
higher
differentiation

High grade, higher
oonsistency

—

High IQ, higher
conristency

No difference

/

-

High political
involvensnt,
higher
consistenoy

ERIC

No difference

High IQ, higher
oonsistenoy

No dii‘fozja\%

Iligh political
involvement,
highoer consist.
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Question 1

Question 2

Dimengion im Different

Relation %o Seus

Sontent Arsz cr for
Diffarent Figures
oy Dimenslions

Ralation to
Dif ferent’
Dimension in
Ssme Conteat
Aras

Inorease with

Tost Teking
Experience

" Effice Influonﬁg,
and ﬁorao .
Extensiveness

Influence

Effiocacy

Conoept of Democracy

Stability -
Influence

Effionoy

Concept of Democracy

Highly oorreleted to | Curvilimear | No differenos
all other DX : | relationship :
' between DK
and sta-
. bility
- Second test
lower
Ko difference
Significant but low Curvilinear "
corvelations relationship ‘
‘ . between DX
and ‘t‘- £ 3.1
billty
Hk

Notes ™o aifference® indicatss that the relationship was tested and

found. not significant. The symbol "a¥ indiocate
teste? or vhat correlation was imappropriate becsuse of

letiorship botwsen soores.’

s that relationship was not
soms artifeotual ro-

-
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Question 3 Question i Question 5 Question 6
D 1 £, Ind . t. T . Relation to.
ove qufgrédo axed Dq;;};g:zgliaezg:xod Sex Pifferences Political
- e Involvenent
Horma soquired ot No differonce wok
" ‘before affiliation
independent
High grade, highoer High IQ, higher No differencs High political in-
oxtensiveness oxtensivsness : volvement, higher
extensiveness
High grade, higher | High 1Q, higher Boys higher High political inw
oxtensivenoss sxtensiveness extensivensss volvement, higher
' - exterigivensss
Higk grade, higher | High IQ, higher Boys higher Hizh political in-
extensiveness "extenaiveness extongiveness volvement, higher
extensivensss
No difference No differsnce No difference | N. relationship

High grade, higher
stability

- -

High 1Q, higher
gtability

No difference

No reiationship

High grads, higher
stabd lity

No difference

No difference

No relationship
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1 that an individual with highly structured pertisin attitudes ¢a ons aimensioa

vill be semevhat more likely to show greater siructure cn other dimensions.

5« Structural scores Liased on sub-areas of the Domocracy-Irfluence
attitude-concept system were not significantly correlated with each other,
indioating a laok of unitary structural orgmization within this attitude
area. |

6. In attitudes toward political and family authority figures, the
correlations vf Instability Scores and Attribute Diffarentiation Scores were
lﬁgher between President and policeman than between father and either of che
non-family figures. Thece results indicate that there is some generality to

the dimensions of stability and differentiation when applied to judgments of

ron=-family authority figures and that this attltude-cencept system possesses

a wnitary s¥ructure along these two dimensious.

| Structure and Test Talking Experiece
The orystallization of avtitwles which may result fron expsrience in
answering attitude questions was assessed by comparing the mean struobural
scores on Test 1 snd Teet 2,
~le Objeot Differeutiation, Abtridute Differentistion, and the Con-
) sistency between Partisan .Arﬁli‘-.tioz.z and Bhotj.on Respmss wers higher on -l-:he
ssoond testing, indioating that taxing  test inoresses the structure of atti-
tudes assessed by it | .

r Relationship to Grade

The relationship of struwotural dimensions to grade was used to dgternine
whether developmont ocours along these dimensions during elementary school.
g 1. All measires of structural dimensions of sttitude~concept cyﬁm
were higher for students at higher grade levels, with the exception of Party

ERIC
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| Differeutistion (shere e effect was signifisant in the opposite direction)
@ Differentistion of Poror/Affiliatien for President, Sability of Parties’
Stanls, Stadility of Inflneace, and Consistency or Afilintion with Image of |
Parties® Stands (a1l of waich ehoved 5o wrmmes). Attribute Differeutie
ation for Ptthamoh wes exposted act o ‘inorme wit}x grade--did incrsese.

Relutionship to0 Intelligsnoo - _

The sttitude strusture of mors intelligent childrem wie compered with
that of leszs inteiligent ohildréx. _ |

le Au.mcurn of structural dimgmicnc of a’ctitxﬁe—conoopb. systems
wors rolated to intelligenos in the predicted d:.reotion, with the exception of
Stability of Partisa' Stands, S‘bability of Omn Party Afﬁlia.i:icn, Stability of
Concept of Demcoracy, ead Stability of Influemce. Differencintion cf Role/
Affiliation for Fether m_mx:&mmm of Power/Affilistion for Father, |
as predicted, were not related to intelligence.

. Sex Differences -

'!ho attitude strusture of boyu sod girls wes comper

i¢ Boys hsd more axtmiu politioel attitudes than grh in nory
oontent area tested except inZluemce. This &ifference wes less pronowmoed at
higher grade lovels.

2. Boys also showsd more sbility than girls to differentiate between
father snd President cn the dimeasion “is my favorite.” Object differentistion .

on the item "would always want to lulp-m' showed no sex différences. Tho saxes
apperently differ in the importence of geueralization as & prodess of attitule
development.

3« When oompared with boys, girls scored lower m Difteronthtion of
M/Mﬁndioq for Pollomsn, as predisted. Somtrary to prediotions, girls

[
]




©

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

152
scored higher on Differentiation of Power/Affiliation for Fathcr. This indi-
cates the relevanco of the power end affiliation dimensions for distinguishing
between the sexas.
ke Girls showed less ability than boys to perceive con_.’?..ic‘c betiwen

the pelitiscal parties, revealing thelr tendency to projeot desires for non-
oconflict upon the political wpr}g.

Political Involvement and Structure

The attitule struoture of children with high and low political interest

and involvement was compared, This analysis was performed to determine whether
high salience of a gensral attitude area (in this case politics) increases the
struoture of speoifio attitude-ooncept systems.

1. A1l ﬁrb;miveness' Scores were related to Polibical Involvement,
suggesting thet this structural dimension is a politiolzed ons where iaterest
and participation inoresse the mmber of at”’tules a child exprosses.

2. Political Involvement was related to the stability of ebtitudos’

toward policenan and President (but not of abtitudes towsrd the father).

3. Political Involvemens was related to the ability to differentiate

between politioal parties, to the oonsistency of ane's party affiliation with

ons's reactions to elections, and to the oonsistency of affiliation and per-

ception of the issue stands taken dy 'bha.\ parties. These results were striking

beosuse the relationships were s'i':rmger’ than, or in the opposite direction from.

the relationship betwsen these partisan variables aud grade (and intelligence).
Political involvement is apparently partioularly mPortaﬁt for “he acquisition
of adult-lixe attitudes toward political parties. -
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Conclusions

The Characteristios of Structural Dimensions
It is necessary to understand the generality of the structural di-
mensions defined and iuvestigated in this research ir order to judge their

méming and relevance. The dimension of extensivencss is highly gensral

across different oontent areas in the realm of politiocal attitudes. Children
who havo extensive attitudes in one content area’ also have extensive at‘i:itudea
in other areas. The dimensién of stability is more specific to a particalar
content ares. ’

There is little evidence for & unitary degree of structure along &ll
dimensions of a single stbitude-conoept’ system. This suggests that no single
factor, like : acunt of information, acoounts for the existance of a given
amount of structure. From tho oomperison of attitude structwe on the first
and second test adminigtrations, it sppems that ammnsr:i.n,éa questions abosut an
attitude objeot‘ does inorease the orystallization of that attitude. Thig of~
Teot may be accentuated in this research becsuss children's political atti'!.:tides
possess minimal struoture; the foocusing of attention upon‘my area where infor=
nation and opinions' are uncertain is likely to produce more marked ohanges than
foousing of sttention on a familiar topic.

The Development of Struotural Dimensions
During Elementary School
The dmmim or extensiveness, objeot dif ferentiation, attribute

difrarenthtion. oonsutom of partisenship, and lta‘bingx a.11 show growtsr
structure in the attitudes of older ohildren. Development oannot ba vuderstood

~ 80lsly by assessing the ocontent of attitudes, which may not ob2ige, but must

Kt
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teke inbo account the non-content dimensions defined ir this research.
Theories of attitude development must consider cognitive development--changes
‘in the organization and strwture of thought. This is 6ne of the mnjor ways

in whioh attitudes develop during ohildhood.

Cornhtu of Attitude Strwtwre
-in Children
Children of high intelligence bave moze extensiva attitules, more con-

slatent partisan sbbitudés, and mors stable attitudes toward politidel figures.

Thoy are also more sapable of dif{erentiating betweea attitude objects and
demonstrate greater ability to make judgsxel}ts of the role performsnce and power
of authority figures independent from ’chei;' feelings of affection for these
figures. The differences are in the same direction as the associations with
grade discussed in the previous geotion. This is further evidence that differ=
ences in cognitive ability and cognitive &tructure are related to differences
in the shructure of atiitudes.

Sex differences are primarily important on the dimensions of extonsive-

ness of politioal attituces and in object and attribute differentiation for

Judgmerts of family sad nou~-fanlly figures. Generalization is apparently of
height_cnod importsnoe in the formetion of females? judgments of authori sy
figures. Power and afitliation are peyohological dimensions which are used
differently by boys and girls in 3udging Pamily and nop-family figures. Girls
are also less able than boys‘to a3 fferentiate between the policies of the po-
litical parties, revealing their tendency to projeot non-conflict upon the po-
litical vorlde | |

Differencos between children with varying ievels of pol:.’czcal in-
volvement are partioularly pronounced in the stability of judgments of non-

fanily figures, in the oxtensiveness of political attitule-concopt systems,
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and in +he differentiated and consiscent nature of attitudes torard political

parties. Strong snd consistent partissnship is unusual in children and ap-

parently develops wly in those who have great amounts of commitment, partici-

pation, end interest in politics. The greater salience of politics for some

ohildren produces & high level of political attltude structure.

Structural Dimensions of Particular
Attitud e-Concept Systems
Alchough structural dimonsions ere independent of content, thoy make &

signifioant contribution to understanding the nature and development of particu-

lar oontent areas of pollitical l_.tﬁtudes. This is partioulerly true foxl politi-

cal partisanship. Simultaneous development along all structural dironsions dess
— not ocour iz this tttit\ﬁe-oont;ept system, nor are those changes which do vake
place during elementary achool oriented unidirectionally toward politiesl atti.
tudes characteristio of adults. Three out of five of the derived structural
measures which did not show a relationship to grade level concerned the politi-
cal party .attiwdo-conoopt systew.,

Ons of 'bhc major steps in the development of partisanship does seem to
be the acquisition of a stable pirtiun affiliation. and achiovement of con-
sistency between one's affiliation and one's reastims to eleotions as political
events. During this semo period, however, norms are aoquired vhich suppox®
politioal independence rather than whole~hearted partismship. Beliefs that
the parties do not really differ in their proposed policies are assimilated; -
finally the ohild is likely to assume an independent partisen affiliation for
himself. These two lines of development-~toward consistent partisanship and

toward partisan independsnoe=-moke it diffioult to designate the orientation

-y

which is most structured or mature. This diffioulty is inoressed becauss this

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.

,EC sequence diverges from the politiscal parties attitudes which havo been reporied
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ia adults. The relatiomship of structural dimensions of partisanship to

politicel involvement suggests that development in this attitude-concept system
raquires an unusual amount of political interest and astive political in-
volvement.

For the attitude~-concept system surrounding Demoorecy, I fluence, and
Efficacy, there is some evidence ‘tha.t strustural development ovocurs. Thers is
no evidencs, however, for the existencs oi a single attitude~concept system
with boliefs oriented around each sub-area which algzo bear strong relationships

to each sthsr. Extensiveness appears o be an especislly important dimension

of ooncepls and attitudes conserning Democracy and Influence.
In judging suthority figures, the distizotion between femily and non-
famdly figures seems a partioularly important oms. There is & structurs in the

Judgnents of non-femily figures whioh possesses some unity, Stability and
attribute differontiation are relevant dimensions of these systems. Structural

dovelopment in ths attitude-somcept systems surrounding these figures appears to
be. oompleted for many chiliren by Grede 6, in cwbrast to the ares of political
partisanship vhere considerably less structural levelopment ocours during the

sarly elementary grades. There are sex dif fersndes particularly with reference

to the power snd affiliation dimensions.

Derived Variables, Struoturai Dimensions »
md Measurement

Derived varisbles are useful measures of iidividual differencas in

attitude struotire. Using data othor than attitude content, these variables
provide extinsive inlormstion about the organization of attitude elements within
an individuel (inforaation wsuelly available only for ‘groups. of individuals).

| The results of this research also have more wmeral implications for
designing studies of children's attitudes. Firut, one must lpoon;y the
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.« component belicfs and evaluations end their organization within the attitude-
ooncept system to be studiéd. If there is some type of criterien group (in
this onse politically informed sedults), the abttituderconcept syste;n which
char.cserizes them should be understood. Splitting an attituds area into its
vomponent beliefs and evaluations and producing measures of each on gomparable
soales has been used previously only in some studies of prejudice; it is neces-
sary if one is to investigaﬁ structural relationships thoroughly. Boliefs and
attitades should be measured with the grostest possible isomorphism between
question and piece of information sough#. The instrument should allow accurate

assesmments of the consistenoy of attitudes and the differentistion of objects

[ and attributes by making rating sceles for different evaluations and beliefs, .

for ditferent figures, and for different attributes as squivalent as possible.

( | The importance of extensiveness as o. dimenst on independent from &ll

. oontont dimsnsions has implipations both for the typs of question to bs used
in an instrument snd for the opooiﬁ.o noture of rating ocdu. It 1is orucial -

g %0 include a "Don't Xnow" option when assessing sttitude sreas that may be um-

fanilier to a ohild respondent. The ourvilinear relstionship between "Don’t

Know" and Stability, along with the relatiomship between the respouse "Beth

. parties do the same” and Stability, indicates the Jmportanca of evaluating the

kind of response which is astable when assessing test-retest relisbility.

A final suggestion for test conatrictlon comcerns the dimensions for
judging figwres vhioh should be included in s*i:udies of ettitudes toverd au-
thority. Sex differesuces, as well as developmental changes;‘-s_uggest that at
least the three dimensions--role, affiliation, and power--sre vital for under~

\
standing these attitudes. These characteristios should be assessed on as wide

L s range of fahl}y and non-tmily figures as posciblo.
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General Conclusions
Tho results of the reseur;h suppors the importance of structural (moa=-
content) dimensions of attitude-concept systems i‘or.undors'tanding shildren's
groisl attitudes. Thess are dimensions along which attitude developnent ooccurs

during elunentary school. The usefulness of derived-variable measures of thase

—

dimensions has also besn demomstrated. The type of structurel organization which
exists in three politiocal attitude areas has been delineated, and the attitude
structure of groups which differ by intelligence, by sex, snd by political ine

volvement las been compared. Iinally, suggestions have been male for improving

measurenent in attitude resgearch with children.

e
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APPEIDIX A

ITEMS USED IN SCORING DERIVED VARIABLES

Tmage Of Parties! Stands Itenms

Here aro some "guess whe" questioms sbout the Republicans and the Jemo-

_orats. Put an X in the box beside each questicn to show your guess.

-~

fuess whot
1, Does more for the rich people. ‘(Choose o:_xe.)
(1) Republicans. ‘
L (2)
(3)

L)
2. Does most to keep us out of ware. (Choose one.) -

Demooratse.

Both about the same. .

RN

Dontt know,

3. Does most to help people who are out of worke (Chocre one.)
L. Does more to protect the righ*f:s of citizens. (Choose cne.)
- 5.1 Does more to help my tmily.‘ " (Choose one.) '

: 6. Does more for the United States. (Choose cne.)

(Alternatives for questions 2 through 6
same as alternatives for aquestion 1

* Gonorel Attitules Towand Party Items

1., How importeant do you think it is for grom-ups tn belong to either the
i Republican or Dawoorstic Party? (Choose one. )

] (2) Important.
- (3) Not too importante

139
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e (L) Not important at «ll.
(0) . + do net kmow or I have no opinion.

L

|

|

2» How much difference is there between the Domocrats and the Republicans? ‘
(Choose one, ) :

(1) A vory big diffsrences

(2) &g 4ifforence.

(3) o Somg difforence.

(L) o A very smell difference.

() _____ ¥o difference. -

(0) _________\ I do not Imow or I have no opinion.

Je Which of the following is the best citizen? Put an X beside tho sentence
that desoribes the best citizen.

(1) He ma.kes up his mind to be either & Demoorat or & Republican
and alweys votes the way his perby doese

(2) He doesnt't join either the Demoorats or the Bepublicens end
vobes for the man he thinks is besths

(0) I don'%s know what the words Demooret and Republican means

lis Tt is bebter if young psople belong to the same politiocal party as their w
parents. (Choose ona.s

(1) Yeos.
(2) No.
(3) Don!t know.

5. If the Demoorats end Republicans disagreed on importan{: things: (oirole
the number that is olozest to what you think would heppen).

P

1 2 3 Iy 5 0

It would be | It would be | Tt would not | Tt would be It would be | Don't
very bad for| bad for the matter good for the j very good for| know
the country country - oowntry the country

X
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Inf'luence oﬁ the Govermment Items

How mach do these peopls helip decice vhich laws ere made for our -
country: Very muoh, Some, Very Liﬁ?e, or Not &% Ail? Fut mn X for each
porgon or group of people listed belew,

1.

1Y

2.‘
e

Se

Rich people

1 3 (@ (5 [T L "1 (0 O

Vory Much Some Very Iittle - Not et A1l Don’t Xnow

Uniong.

The President.
Newspepors
Churches

The Average Porsone.
Policeman.

Big Companies.

(Alternebives for questions 2 through 8
are game as alternatives for questicn 1)

Concep’c of Domocrach Items

What is a demooracy? (In easch of the following questions, chcose one.)
Is a democrasy where- the pecple rule? |

(1) _____ Yes, |

fyg _m ‘Noe

(3) _____ T don' know,

Is a democracy where no one is very rich or very poor?

Is a demooracy where all grown-ups can vote?

~ Is a demooracy where everyone has en equal chance to get shead?

Is a demooracy where you ocan say eything against the government without
gotting into trouble? '

»
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Is n demooracy where if most of tho pocple egrec, the rest shewid go
along?

(L1tornatives for questions 2 through 6
are same as clternstives for question 1)

Effioa_gy‘ Ttoms

Whats happens in tho govermmont will happon no mabter vhat people de. It is
like the wenther, there is nothing people car do about iv.

Doatt Xoow

W (= @ = @O W[ (5)} o

No OGpinion

&
There sre some big powerful men in +the government vho are runaning the whole
thing and they do not ocars about us ordimpary people.

Qlly family doesn's have any say about vhat the government does.

1 don't think people in the govermment care much what people like my family

o :
Citizens don!t have a chance to say what they think about running the
governmente. .

(Altornatives for questions 2 through L

are same &8s .altornabives for quostion 1)
8 = Items Gatimen scaled. :

Additional Ttems.Used in Total DE-Grads %
' and Total DR=GTade L

The American riz.g i the best f£lag in the world.

(1) B (&) [ Yyes (3) O 4D no  (5). 0
L—--J. - - .' 2 . )
¥e Opinion i

All lavs are falr.

America. ig the best oountry in the vorld. .

People in other countries think their country is the best in the worid.
¥osl laws were made 4 long time ago. | ‘
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(' 6. Voting is the only way that puople like my mother and father can hcre any
- -8ay about hoir the govornmert runs ‘bhinvs.

7. Somebtimes I can't wndurstand what goss on in tho government.

| 8¢ It is all right for the govermment to lie to saother country if the 1is mro-
B tects the American psopie.
|

»

9+ I think that vhat goes on in the gov«arnmént is all for the best.

10. It is e'a:ay to got a law changed.
(! 1tornatives for quest:.ons 2 through 10

are soms as albernatives for question 1)

Ttems Used to Measure Response to
1960 Election

Then I heard Kenmnedy won the election over Hixon. {(mark vhe one which
is closest to the way you felt at that time). -

1. I was very happy.

2o I vas hgppy.- |

- e I didnt. maoh care one wey or the other.
L. I felt bad.
He I falt 50 bad I almost Sried.

I'bm Used in Measures of Political
‘Tnvolvement

Ini:ereat

Hovr mch are you interested in roo.ding or talking about ourren-b events,
government, or other things going oo in our oonntry‘l {Chooso one.)

1o Very musoh.

e
- . Scme.
e

Only & little.

Politiocal Activities
1. I have worn & dbutton for a oandidito.
(1 (1) Yos.

i (2) No.

L
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3 I have read about g oandidete in a nowspaper or magazine. ‘ \

(Alternetives for questions 2 and 3
are sams as alternatives Br guestion 1)

Participation in Political Disoussion

1. I have talked with my mother or father about cur couniryis problems.

(1) Yoz,

b Y

(2) YNo.

S ———

2+ I have tslked with my friendg about g candidate,

i
3+ I have talked with my mother or father about a 'candidata. '

(Atornatives for quostions 2 and 3
8re same as alternativos for quastion 1)
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